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• FOOD BANK STATISTICS DON’T TELL WHOLE STORY: CHARITY 


‘Many in borough 
still going hungry’ 


CHARITY leaders in Hammersmith and 
Fulham have warned that many of the bor¬ 
ough’s most vulnerable people are still 
going hungry, despite new figures showing 
that food bank use appears to be on the de¬ 
cline. 

Volunteer organisers behind the innovative sup¬ 
port scheme say “the job is not finished” and that 
many more people will face extreme food poverty 
again this year. 

The warning comes as statistics published by the 
Trussed Trust - the charity that co-ordinates the 
UK’s food bank network - suggest Hammersmith 
and Fulham is bucking the national trend. 

According to the figures, around 600 fewer emer¬ 
gency food packages were provided in the borough 
last year than in 2013/14. But charity chiefs warn 
that the numbers aren’t as black and white as they 
seem, and that some people in desperate need of help 
are in fact missing out. 

The emergency food packs are meant to last three 
days and can be exchanged for special vouchers, dis¬ 
tributed by the scheme’s many partner organisations. 

But Daphine Aikens, CEO of the Hammersmith 
and Fulham food bank, said there were likely to be 
many people in need who were either unaware of the 
scheme or too ashamed to ask for handouts. 

“We know that there are vouchers issued that are 
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■ LESS than 12 hours after the birth of their first daughter, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
appeared on the steps of St Mary's Hospital, Paddington, to introduce baby Cambridge - later 
named Charlotte Elizabeth Diana - to the world's press and waiting crowds on Saturday 
evening. See pages 13-15 
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Capital's creative schoolchildren impress award-winning artist 


Talented young Londoners are top draw 


T HE award-winning artist Mark 
Wallinger has praised young Lon¬ 
doners’ creativity after judging this 
year’s Fourth Plinth Schools Awards, run 
by the Mayor of London in partnership 
with art supplies retailer Cass Art. 

The annual art competition, which invites Lon¬ 
don’s primary and secondary schoolchildren to 
create artworks inspired by the commissions for 
the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square, has had an¬ 
other record-breaking year, attracting more than 
1,800 entries, representing every London borough. 

The young people taking part were encouraged 
to take inspiration from the ten sculptures that have 
appeared on the plinth, as well as the historic 
square. These works include Turner Prize-winning 
artist Mark Wallinger, whose sculpture ‘Ecce 
Homo’ was the first to occupy Trafalgar Square’s 
Fourth Plinth in 1999, and the latest commission, 
‘Gift Horse’ by Hans Haacke. 

Mark Wallinger said: “The overall quality of the 
work submitted for the Fourth Plinth competition 
was extraordinarily strong. I was quite over¬ 
whelmed by the sheer breadth of imagination dis¬ 
played and the enormous diversity of materials that 
were used to express the proposals. And the propos¬ 
als themselves were by turns serious, playful, satir- 
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ical, accusatory, celebra¬ 
tory, or plain silly. 
Everyone had engaged 
thoroughly with the con¬ 
text of the site and none 
of the work lacked for 
ambition. It was quite a 
responsibility to select 
winners from such a 
strong entry (and a huge 
amount of fun!), but 
some works were so 
acutely memorable they 
seemed to choose them¬ 
selves.” 

This year’s entries in¬ 
clude a Transformer 
London Bus; a floating 
balloon monument to 
life; a sinister pigeon 
made of money; Big Ben 
transformed into a 
weapon; and a three-di¬ 
mensional Diplodocus inspired by Jackson Pollock. 
The overall winners are as follows: 

5-7 Years winner: Garnet Class, Year 2 from 
Mount Stewart Infant School in Brent, for a touch¬ 
ing sculpture of a face spreading happiness. 


8-11 Years winner: Jago Be van, from Notting 
Hill Preparatory School, Kensington and Chelsea, 
for For Sale, an estate-agent style sign to be placed 
on the Fourth Plinth in a wry comment on London’s 
property prices. 

12-15 Years winner: Thushika Ravichandran, 
from Notting Hill & Ealing High School Senior De¬ 
partment, Ealing, for Live Your Life to the Fullest, 
an inventive balloon sculpture, which sees the word 
“Life” floating as if a kite in the sky: a call for 
everyone to look up and take in what is around 
them. 

The Fourth Plinth Schools Awards exhibition, 
which includes the top prize winners in three age 
categories, as well as the best entry from each Lon¬ 
don borough, is now on show at City Hall and runs 
until July. 

Prizes were also awarded to ten outstanding 
teachers for the extraordinary commitment they 
have shown in helping their students realise their 
creative vision. 

The Mayor of London Boris Johnson said: “The 
Fourth Plinth Schools Awards are a fantastic way to 
showcase the artistic talents of young Londoners 
and give them a chance to connect to the capital’s 
most famous square. A record number of youngsters 
entered this year and the inventiveness and talent 
they demonstrated was superb. By bringing some 


of our most celebrated pieces of contemporary art 
into schools, I hope we will inspire the next gener¬ 
ation to tap into their own creativity.” 

Last year saw the start of a three-year partnership 
with Cass Art, one of the UK’s leading art supplies 
retailers. Mark Cass, founder and chief executive of 
the company, said: “Our mission at Cass Art has al¬ 
ways been, ‘Let’s Fill this Town with Artists’, so 
this gave us the perfect opportunity to inspire 
younger generations to take up art and work in 
groups to consider how to fill London with art.” 

The Mayor’s Fourth Plinth programme is sup¬ 
ported using public funding by the National Lottery 
through Arts Council England’s Grants for the Arts 
programme. 

Joyce Wilson, Area Director, London, Arts Coun¬ 
cil England, said: “The Fourth Plinth Schools 
Award is a wonderful testament to the creativity and 
originality of primary and secondary school chil¬ 
dren across London. It is great to see that one of 
England’s most important and prominent displays 
of public art has not only inspired their creativity, 
but also engaged them as artists and audiences of 
the future.” 

City Hall is eager for new schools to take part in 
2016. For more information and to see some of this 
year’s entries visit www.fourthplinth.co.uk / 
www.london.gov.uk/imagination 
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NEWS FROM HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 


Top marks for school that has risen to challenge 


OFSTED inspectors have awarded 
their top rating to a Fulham school 
that supports students who struggle 
with mainstream education. 

The Courtyard AP Academy, in 
Gilstead Road, received the prized 
‘Outstanding’ grade in all assessment 
criteria, after examiners visited the 
school for the first time since its es¬ 
tablishment two years ago. 

The education watchdog’s verdict 
represents the best possible rating for 
the academy, which was judged to be 
‘Good’ in its previous form as the 
Primary Pupil Referral Unit. 

Specialising in students with be¬ 
havioural difficulties, the school 
works with some of the borough’s 
most challenging pupils. 

All of the children at the Court¬ 
yard have been unable to fit in at 
mainstream schools, and their behav¬ 
ioural problems have led to perma¬ 
nent exclusion for many. But the 
academy’s glowing report suggests 
its students are now heading in the 
right direction. 

“I’m very proud of what our team 
has achieved”, said Janet Packer, 
head of school at the Courtyard. “The 
report is amazing and acknowledges 
the outcome of our focus on behav¬ 
iour for learning. It’s great to know 
that, despite the challenges that our 
children come with, they develop a 
love for learning and make excellent 
progress.” 




'EAGER TO LEARN': Pupils at the 
Courtyard Academy in Fulham 
are on the road to success, 
thanks to the'outstanding' 
work of staff. 


Ofsted found that teachers kept the 
pupils focussed and didn’t allow 
them to become distracted. 

According to the inspectors’ re¬ 
port, this led to the children taking 
greater pride on their work and be¬ 
coming eager to learn. It also said the 
high standard of teaching at the 
Courtyard prepared pupils well for a 
return to mainstream schooling. 

The academy was judged to be 
‘Outstanding’ in all the assessment 
categories, including leadership and 


management, pupil behaviour and 
safety, quality of teaching and stu¬ 
dent achievement. 

Andrew Christie, director of chil¬ 
dren’s services at Hammersmith and 
Fulham Council, said: “This is fan¬ 
tastic news and a well-deserved ac¬ 
knowledgment of the life-changing 
work carried out by staff and the 
pupils themselves. There could be no 
better result for a school’s first in¬ 
spection and I’m sure pupils and staff 
will continue to achieve.” 


Club helps youngsters 
build job foundations 



CAREER GOALS: Fulham Football Club Foundation has helped 
hundreds of'My Future Goal'graduates, pictured with first-team 
players George Williams and Alex Kacaniklic, into employment 
or education. 


By Jack Dixon 

HUNDREDS of unemployed 
young people have been 
helped into work thanks to the 
support of the Fulham Football 
Club Foundation. 

Three quarters of those who took 
part in the charity’s ‘My Future Goal’ 
programme over the last three years 
have now either found a job or re¬ 
turned to education. 

The ambitious scheme targeted 
300 people aged 16 to 25 who were 
not in education, employment or 
training - known as NEETs - offer¬ 
ing them a series of 10-week courses 
to improve their job prospects. 

And charity chiefs are delighted 
with the results, having helped put 75 
per cent of participants back on the 
right track. 

As well as improving the young¬ 
sters’ CVs, the programme has 
helped to encourage ambition and 
develop other important emotional 
skills, according to independent eval¬ 
uators. 

Backed by Barclays, the scheme’s 
success was celebrated at an event in 
Canary Wharf last week. 

Star players George Williams and 
Alex Kacaniklic were called up to 
meet some of the young people who 
have secured work since completing 
the programme. 


Steven Day, chief executive of the 
Fulham FC Foundation, said: “We 
have been delighted to have had the 
support from Barclays over the last 
three years to run such an amazing 
programme. 

“Our staff have worked phenome¬ 
nally hard to engage and support 
young people with a huge range of 
challenges and needs, and we are 
simply delighted with the impact we 
have been able to achieve. We look 
forward to continuing our work with 
more young people in need of our 


support over the next three years.” 

The foundation aims to ‘build bet¬ 
ter lives through sport’, building on 
the Fulham FC brand to improve 
health and wellbeing, as well as help¬ 
ing to tackle youth crime and anti-so¬ 
cial behaviour. 

The Championship club works 
with more than 6,000 young people 
every month across a series of differ¬ 
ent schemes and activities. 

The ‘My Future Goal’ programme 
aims to boost employment opportu¬ 
nities by helping NEETs work to¬ 


wards new qualifications, while 
building teamwork, leadership and 
communication skills. It provides 
work-related training with a range of 
employers, enabling participants to 
gain valuable experience in CV-writ¬ 
ing and interview technique. 

The charity also encourages the 
youngsters to volunteer in the com¬ 
munity and improve their vocational 
skills. 

Since the programme launched in 
2012, three in four of those who 
completed the course have found 
their way into work or further educa¬ 
tion. And a study by the Walker Re¬ 
search Group, which analysed the 
foundation’s work, also found signif¬ 
icant improvements in the partici¬ 
pants’ emotional wellbeing, 
self-efficacy and ambition. 

Paulette Cohen, head of global 
community investment programmes 
at Barclays, said the project in Ful¬ 
ham was part of the company’s com¬ 
mitment to “changing five million 
young futures around the world.” 

She said: “We know that sport is a 
powerful tool to get young people in¬ 
volved and help them develop the 
skills and confidence to gain mean¬ 
ingful employment or training. The 
achievements of the young people in¬ 
volved in the ‘My Future Goal’ pro¬ 
gramme are truly remarkable, and it’s 
great to see them go on to secure jobs 
with Barclays and other employers.” 


Top role is yours, 
interim boss told 

HAMMERSMITH and Fulham Council’s tempo¬ 
rary chief executive has been awarded the top job 
on a permanent basis. 

Nigel Pallace was appointed to the senior position 
at a recent meeting, after five months in the role as 
interim boss. 

A former town planner, Mr 
Pallace has worked in all 
areas of local planning 
across a number of London 
boroughs. He joined Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham in 
1992 as an assistant director 
in charge of development. 

And in the past year he has 
supported the renegotiation Nigel Pallace has 
of a number of deals with the council top job 
developers, securing more 
than £50 million for the borough’s residents. 

Mr Pallace said he was looking forward to leading 
the council onto “great things” in the future. 

“The administration is determined to make sure 
that, in these demanding times, Hammersmith and 
Fulham has a chief executive who is dedicated to 
championing the needs of our borough”, he said. 

“I am absolutely delighted to be given the oppor¬ 
tunity to take on this role and lead this ambitious 
council to achieve great things for all our residents 
and local businesses.” 

Mr Pallace has championed new ways of work¬ 
ing, since taking on the role on an interim basis last 
year. He has worked with other councils to design 
shared services, and was particularly influential in 
developing environmental projects with Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea. The appointment will be ratified 
at the council’s next meeting on May 20th. 

Food banks’ work 
still vital - charity 

from Page 1 

they can but the more support we have in the com¬ 
munity the better. 

“Use has been rising up until now, and the year 
before last we saw a substantial increase. I imag¬ 
ine that the numbers will increase again in the fu¬ 
ture. But it’s not about the numbers, it’s about the 
individuals.” 

The food bank, backed by the Trussell Trust, is 
working to reduce the number of clients who re¬ 
turn to use the service again and again, by provid¬ 
ing additional services alongside the donations of 
food. People who are issued with vouchers can 
also stop and talk to food bank volunteers, while 
seeking financial advice from trained staff. 

The team is also expanding its range of local 
partners and working closely with the Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham Citizens Advice Bureau to sup¬ 
port clients in the longer term. 

Alison Inglis-Jones, a trustee and spokesperson 
for the Trussell Trust, added: “Everybody who 
comes through the door is valued, and we want to 
help them in any way we can.” 

For more information about the Hammersmith 
and Fulham food bank, visit www.hammer smith- 
fulham.foodbank.org.uk 

Salute to hero of Hill 60 

DOZENS of residents have paid their respects to 
Fulham war hero Edward Dwyer at a special serv¬ 
ice held in Vicarage Gardens, Church Gate. 

Members of the public gathered alongside civic 
dignitaries and specially invited guests to lay a 
commemorative stone next to the war memorial - 
a century to the day after his bravery on the front 
line. 

Born in Cassidy Road in 1895, he served with 
the Surrey Regiment during World War One, and 
was awarded the Victoria Cross for his gallantry 
under fire on Hill 60 in Belgium. At 19, he was the 
award’s youngest ever recipient. 

Corporal Dwyer was killed in action 18 months 
later and was buried in France. 
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‘Shocking’ figures over animal cruelty 


HAMMERSMITH and 
Fulham’s animal popula¬ 
tion is at high risk of “de¬ 
liberate and disturbing” 


cruelty, according to the lat¬ 
est research from the 
RSPCA. 

Figures produced by the ani¬ 


mal welfare charity suggest that 
London is far and away the 
country’s most dangerous place 
for pets, with more than 12,000 


Blue Peter mural to be restored 



BACK TO LIFE: A 
mural dedicated to 
the BBC children's 
programme Blue 
Peter is to be re¬ 
stored as part of 
the £200 million re¬ 
development of 
Television Centre. 
The much-loved 
show was filmed at 
the former BBC 
headquarters for 
more than 50 years, 
before the corpora¬ 
tion's 2011 move to 
Media City in Sal¬ 
ford. 

The colourful 
mural, depicting 
many of the pro¬ 
gramme's former 
presenters and 
pets, will be recon¬ 
structed during the 
development of the 
site, near Hammer¬ 
smith Park. 


Once complete, the 
feature will be 
opened to the pub¬ 
lic for the first time. 
Emma Bayes, who 
won a competition 


to design the wall 
for the Blue Peter 
garden back in 
2005, said: "It's 
lovely to know that 
after all these years. 


the mural is still 
going to be visible 
to the public and re¬ 
mind people of the 
history of Blue 
Peter." 
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cruelty complaints investigated 
over the last year. 

The charity followed up thou¬ 
sands of extremely violent and 
often bizarre cases of animal 
cruelty, as national complaints 
were on the rise once again. 

The capital tops the list of cru¬ 
elty cases, reflecting a worrying 
trend across England and Wales. 

Reported incidents included a 
cat’s head being held down in a 
bucket of water and a dog shot 
in the head with a crossbow, as 
well as fish, frogs and even a 
lizard being swallowed alive as 
part of an online ‘dare’ craze. 

Paul Stilgoe, RSPCA superin¬ 
tendent for the south east, said: 
“Once again we have been 
shocked by just how vicious 
people can be to animals - and it 
seems a large number of these 
cases are happening here - in 
this region. 


“London is at the top of the list 
of counties in terms of number 
of complaints. This is not a list 
anyone can be proud of leading. 

“Many of the complaints we 
receive involve animals being 
neglected or not receiving the 
right care, and often we can put 
that right by offering welfare ad¬ 
vice. 

Utterly unacceptable 

“However, it is utterly unac¬ 
ceptable that in 2014 people are 
still being deliberately cruel in 
what can be disturbingly inven¬ 
tive ways.” 

The charity says more pet 
owners are now listening to then- 
advice on welfare, with fewer 
cases resolved by way of prose¬ 
cution. 

But RSPCA chiefs are still 
saddened by the extent of brutal 
behaviour towards animals 
across the capital. 


James Yeates, the charity’s 
chief veterinary officer, added: 
“Our aim is always to prevent 
cruelty, so it’s really positive 
that a greater number of people 
followed our advice. 

“Crucially this means that al¬ 
though we are still receiving 
complaints about cruelty, we are 
often getting to incidents before 
suffering has occurred and help¬ 
ing owners to provide for their 
animals, whether that means 
getting veterinary care for them 
or just giving them the right diet. 

“Sadly, though, where cruelty 
is still happening there will be a 
need to prosecute in the most se¬ 
rious cases and it is upsetting 
that so many people are still 
mistreating animals by deliber¬ 
ately causing them harm or by 
not providing them with the care 
they deserve.” 


Plans to help silver surfers 


COUNCIL chiefs have revealed 
a new plan to help ‘silver 
surfers’ get online for the first 
time. 

The borough council is seek¬ 
ing to help connect older people 
who have never had internet ac¬ 
cess before, as part of a new ‘so¬ 
cial inclusion’ strategy. 

It also wants to target those in 
social housing, as well as unem¬ 
ployed or disabled residents 
who may be without a connec¬ 
tion. 

And local people are being en¬ 
couraged to have their say on 
the plans, in a effort to ensure 
everyone in the borough has in¬ 
ternet access. 

“Access to the internet is a 
basic necessity in today’s world 
and something everybody 


should have easy, affordable ac¬ 
cess to. And we want residents’ 
views on how we can help de¬ 
liver that”, said Nigel Pallace, 
chief executive of Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham Council. 

“In inner west London more 
than seven per cent of residents 
have never been online, and 
across greater London one in 
five of those who have never 
been online are in social hous¬ 
ing. 

“So we aim to make it easier 
for those people, as well as older 
people, the unemployed and dis¬ 
abled residents to get online and 
to learn basic web-surfing 
skills.” 

Members of a council commit¬ 
tee on social inclusion policy 
were due to consider ways to 


tackle the issue at a town hall 
meeting last week. 

The strategy will target the key 
reasons why some people are 
still without internet access, in¬ 
cluding limited WiFi availabil¬ 
ity. 

A major part of the plan will 
be to help older people over¬ 
come a fear of the internet, by 
arranging for lessons in the 
basic skills needed to navigate 
the web. 

It is hoped that more people 
paying their council tax bills or 
housing rents online will im¬ 
prove the council’s efficiency in 
the long-term. 

The project forms part of the 
council’s social inclusion strat¬ 
egy, which will be overseen by 
a dedicated working group. 


We want to hear from you... 

It's not just the big stories that happen in 
London that we want to hear about. There's a 
brilliant community spirit in Central and West 
London. If you help to run a local organisation 
make sure your events are featured in our 
newspapers. 

Email your news items and photos (jpeg format) to: 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
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• CALL FOR NEW LEGISLATION TO PROTECT WOMEN 


Stalking is a ‘major 
problem’ in capital 


THE Labour candidate for Kensington, Dr 
Rod Abouharb, has vowed to take strong 
action to try to stamp out stalking after new 
figures have revealed that 12,500 women in 
the borough of Kensington and Chelsea will 
have a stalker at some point in their lives. 

The shocking statistic has been revealed by the Suzy 
Lamplugh Trust, the anti-stalking body set up after the 
Fulham estate agent went missing, feared abducted by 
a stalker. 

Suzy, who worked for West London estate agents 
Sturgis, was last seen on July 28th 1986, when the 25- 
year-old had an appointment to show a client around 
a house in Shorrolds Road, Fulham. She was officially 
declared dead, presumed murdered, in 1994. 

Ten years ago another young West Londoner, Clare 
Bernal, was shot by her stalker at Harvey Nichols, the 
Knightsbridge store where she worked as a beauty 
consultant. Her killer, Michael Pech, shot Clare four 
times in the head and then shot himself. 

Pech had been arrested twice by police for stalking 
and threatening Clare but was granted bail by the 
courts. The extent of the widespread and sinister threat 
of stalking was revealed last week by Clare’s mother, 
Tricia Bernal, in an awareness campaign and appeal 
for the Suzy Lamplugh Tmst. 

Mrs Bernal said: “He had been stalking Clare for 
weeks; following her home from work, turning up at 
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her flat and ignoring police warnings. 

“Stalking can happen to anybody. No matter how 
many times you ask a stalker to stop, they will tell you 
that they will never give up.” 

Frightened victims 

Stalking has become a major problem in the capital. 
Mrs Bernal said one in six women and one in 12 men 
will be affected by stalking at some time in their lives. 

That means that in Kensington and Chelsea around 
12,500 women will suffer from stalking. 

Mrs Bemal said the stalking menace is now so wide¬ 
spread that the Vauxhall-based Trust’s National Stalk¬ 
ing Helpline is now dealing with more than 3,000 calls 
a year from frightened victims. 

The helpline, which costs £100,000 a year to run, is 
currently so overloaded with calls from victims that, 
said Mrs Bernal, “40 per cent of people can’t get 
through due to the high demand”. 

Now Dr Rod Abouharb, the Labour hopeful for the 
Kensington seat at the general election this week, has 
promised to take a tough line to make the borough 
safer against stalkers. 

Dr Abouharb (pictured) said: “It is truly a shocking 
statistic that 12,500 women in Kensington during their 
lifetime will be stalked. 

“Women must be able to live their lives with the 


Mayor leads charity bike ride 



■ THE Mayor of Kensington and Chelsea, Councillor Maighread Condon-Simmonds, led 200 
cyclists on a five-mile ride around the Royal Borough to raise money for local health and well 
being charities. 


NEARLY 200 energetic cy¬ 
clists took to the streets of 
the Royal Borough for a 
fundraising five-mile ride 
on Saturday, 25 April, to 
support local health and 
well-being charities. 

A further 800 people enjoyed a 
day-long celebration of music and 
community activities in Holland 
Park. 

The Right Royal Ride, which 
was hosted by the council and the 
Kensington & Chelsea Founda¬ 
tion, was organised to raise aware¬ 


ness of a number of local charities 
that do a great deal of good work 
supporting people living with 
mental health conditions. The 
charities set to benefit from the 
day’s events include SMART, 
West London Action for Children, 
HELP Counselling Centre, 
Woman’s Trust, Al-Hasaniya Mo¬ 
roccan Women’s Centre, Dalgamo 
Trust and Kensington & Chelsea 
Mind. 

The cycle ride started and fin¬ 
ished in Holland Park, which was 
the scene of a number of fun and 
cycle-themed activities. 

Choirs from the council’s com¬ 


munity singing programme, Live 
to Sing, Sing to Live, serenaded 
the big-hearted cyclists at the start 
and finish of the ride.. 

Other events and activities 
which took place in the park in¬ 
cluded performances by Doc 
Bowling and the Blues Professors 
and SMART’S Band, all of which 
were presented by BBC London’s 
Jumoke Fashola. There were also 
hands-on activities to try, includ¬ 
ing: Sew Portobello craft work¬ 
shop, print-making with ACAVA, 
a pedal-powered smoothie bike 
and bike maintenance. 


knowledge that they are safe from stalking whether 
they are at home, at work, or meeting with friends. 
Both online and offline stalking must be dealt with 
seriously. 

“It would be my role, should I be elected as your 
local MP, to make sure that we have comprehensive 
and robust legislation to protect women from this per¬ 
nicious behaviour. 

“It would also be my role to make sure the Metro¬ 
politan Police have enough resources to enforce the 
law. We must ensure that law enforcement works with 
local voluntary sector organisations, and the public, 
to raise awareness and signal where women can re¬ 
ceive help in order to end the misery of stalking in 
the lives of thousands of women.” 

The Met said all reports of stalking would be taken 
very seriously and they urged anyone with fears that 
they have a stalker or are suffering harassment to re¬ 
port it immediately. Stalking carries a penalty of up 
to six months in prison. 

The Met issued the following advice for anyone in 
fear that they are being stalked: 

• Take a mobile telephone with you when you go 
out. 

• Carry a personal attack alarm and learn how to use it. 


• Try to alter your daily routines, ask friends to go 
with you whenever possible, and always try to let 
someone know what your plans are. 

• Keep a record of what happened, where, when 
every time you were followed, phoned, received post 
or e-mail. 

• Keep letters, and parcels as evidence: even if they 
contain frightening or upsetting messages, do not 
throw them away and handle them as little as possi¬ 
ble. 

• Keep copies of e-mails on disk and print out hard 
copies, do not delete the original. 

• Tell your friends, neighbours and work colleagues 
about what is happening. 

• Answer the phone by saying ‘hello’, not your name 
or number. 

•Do not confront your stalker or even engage them 
in conversation. 

• Do not, under any circumstances, agree to a meet¬ 
ing to talk about how you feel about them constantly 
bothering you. 

• Do not respond in any way to calls, letters, or con¬ 
versations. 

For further advice: the National Stalking 
Helpine 0808 802 0300. 
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'Save our hospitals'say campaigners 



■ STRONG FEELINGS: NHS protestors stage a protest outside the Department of Health in Whitehall 


NHS protestors stage a ‘die-in’ 
outside Department of Health 



PROTESTERS leading the campaign to 
protect west London hospitals have taken 
their fight to Whitehall, ahead of this 
week’s general election. 

A group of activists staged a ‘die-in’ outside the 
Department of Health on Thursday, before hand¬ 
ing in petitions calling for action to stop the gov¬ 
ernment’s “ongoing attacks” on the NHS. 

Demonstrators joined dozens of other health 
campaigners from across north west London last 
week, to lay down like corpses on the steps of 
Richmond House. 

They say the day of action was to show support 
for health workers and remind the electorate to 
“vote for the NHS” on polling day. 

Merril Hammer, chair of the Hammersmith and 
Charing Cross Save Our Hospitals campaign 
group, said: “Closures and reorganisations are 
about reducing services, pushing people towards 
private medicine, increasing the number of private 
patients, and opening the door to huge profit-mak¬ 
ing corporations. They must be resisted.” 


by Jack Dixon 

The protest was supported by one of the health 
service’s major unions, GMB. 

Rehana Azam, GMB NHS national officer, 
added: “NHS staff are the beating heart of the 
NHS and we have seen staff morale plummet to 
hit rock bottom. They are at their wits’ end. 

“They’re delivering services against a sweeping 
programme of downgrades, cuts and closures. The 
Department of Health has axed so many services, 
we refuse to leave this unchallenged.” 

Gathering at Whitehall on Thursday, with a week 
to go until electors cast their votes, the demonstra¬ 
tors claimed they had “seven days to save our 
NHS.” 

Save Our Hospitals campaigners said whatever 
the outcome of this week’s election, they will con¬ 
tinue to fight against “growing privatisation” of 
the health service. 

The protestors have called for a “stop to the re¬ 
organisations and closures” of hospital services 
across north west London. 
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ELECTION 2015 


In Kensington we 
have hurried heads 
with the basements 


An election address by Robina Rose, Green Party 
candidate for Kensington 

AFTER the Great Fire - we had Christopher Wren, 
and although his plan was never completed, we are 
left with St Paul’s, and a succession of elegant spires 
at the centre of their neighbourhoods, the compres¬ 
sion of villages that have given London its character¬ 
istic plurality. 

In 1811 John Nash gave us a projected 
link between Regents Park and St. 

James’s - not fully realised either, but 
the Nash Terraces, Regent Street and 
Trafalgar Square remain, lending a 
cohesion to our city it might other¬ 
wise lack. 

Even Abercrombie, with his plan 
for postwar London, begins with a 
Social and Functional analysis fol¬ 
lowed by a Communities and Open 
Space survey. He refers to “lack of co¬ 
herent architectural development” and “the 
attainment of worthy redevelopment....not ag¬ 
gressively antagonistic to the genius of London”. 

Would that he were among us now, present at the 
planning meeting allowing the mammoth Clut- 
terblocks obscuring the curves of the Commonwealth 
Institute (now Design Museum), its green copper roof 
once set back gracefully from Kensington High 
Street against the Trees of Holland Park. 

London has become a repository for fast money and 
its development is now investment-led rather than as 
a response to social need, or even a plan for urban 
coherence at such a crucial time. 

The Mayor’s “Further Alterations to the London 
Plan” amplify deregulation. Reactive rather than 
Strategic Planning. (English Heritage have expressed 


concern). 

A jumble of enlarged domestic implements now de¬ 
termine our skyline. 

Kensington finds itself at the sharp end of all this - 
large areas now Ghost Towns. Apartments in inter¬ 
changeable and indifferent new apartment buildings 
are bought offplan and change hands offshore - fur¬ 
ther overheating the boiling bubble. 

Right to buy either subsidises small time spec¬ 
ulation, or creates mortgage slaves. Infra¬ 
structure projects address volume - 
more sewage, more passengers - ex¬ 
pansion the leitmotif rather than 
function or identity - let alone the 
genius of the place. 

Embankments reclaiming marsh¬ 
lands along the Thames were first 
suggested by Wren, fully realised 
by Bazalgette as part of his sewer 
system in response to the Great Stink 
of 1858. Using gravity as its primary 
driving force - longsightedly sufficient 
until now, when repair ad expansion are re¬ 
quired. Sadly, shortsightedly, renewal will not sepa¬ 
rate fresh water from foul. 

New York is developing a 10 mile defense Dryline 
project at the tip of Manhattan - anticipating future 
threat from the sea and creating a park. In Kensington 
we have buried our heads with our basements in the 
ground, in the ultimately unknown unknowns of Lon¬ 
don’s geology (Crossrail have found it to be “far less 
benign than previously thought”). Fracking Licenses 
have been granted beneath our feet. Piecemeal major 
developments at our borders (Earls Court, Westfield 
and Wormwood Scrubs) will impact our local com¬ 
munities irrevocably longterm. Socially, economi¬ 
cally, environmentally. 




Political portraits created from 
the text of Twitter messages 


PORTRAITS of David Cameron, Ed 
Miliband, Nick Clegg, Nigel Farage and Na¬ 
talie Bennett, handwritten by artist An- 
nemarie Wright using the text of opinions 
expressed on Twitter, will go on show at 
Woolff Gallery London, funtil May 15th. 

The opinions were collected by Wright from 
Twitter, where she set up an account for each 
subject with the acronym WDYTO (What Do 
You Think Of) and followed relevant hashtags 
from November 2014 to February 2015. 

“They range from vaguely complimentary to 
absolute condemnation,” she says. 

Visitors to the solo exhibition, at Woolff 
Gallery on Charlotte Street will be encour¬ 
aged to share their own opinions of the elec¬ 
tion outcome in a guest book. 

Wright cemented her place in history last 
April when her portrait of Sir Alex Ferguson, 
made on his retirement from the names of 
every player who ever played for him, went 
viral on Twitter and appeared in newspapers 
around the world. 

She counts Stephen Fry among her celebrity 


fans and the singer Adele, a collector of her 
work, commissioned a portrait of herself, 
written in her own lyrics. 

The five party leaders will be joined by a 
life-sized portrait of the Queen, who will take 
over Queen Victoria as the longest serving 
British Monarch this year; who Wright says 
elicited an overall positive response. Portraits 
of Lady Thatcher and Winston Churchill com¬ 
posed from some of their most famous, or in¬ 
famous, speeches, will also be on display 
alongside pop-stars and celebrities. 

’’Preparing for this exhibition has been a re¬ 
ally enlightening experience, from hung par¬ 
liaments to hunger for blood; everybody has 
their own opinion on this general election.” 

“We live in a world made smaller by social 
media. Everybody has an opinion to be 
shared, an online footprint that will last for¬ 
ever; the urge to go viral. 

“What do you think of? is my attempt to 
capture this, to take a snapshot of the 
thoughts and opinions of the www genera¬ 
tion.” 


COMMUNITY NEWS 



■ HEROES: The five officers from the kensington and Chelsea Community Policing Geam 
who risked their lives to save a man whose flat was one fire 


Community Police officers 
are hailed as fire heroes 


FIVE Kensington and 
Chelsea police officers 
have been hailed as heroes 
after they risked suffoca¬ 
tion in a “nerve-wracking” 
mercy dash into a burning 
home which saved the life 
of an unconscious man in¬ 
side. 

Officers from the Community 
Policing Team were out and about 
when they were flagged down in 
Roland Gardens, SW10 by a man 
standing in the middle of the road. 

The resident in the block of flats 
said he had been awoken by a 
smoke alarm. After calling the 
emergency services he ran out 
into the street. By sheer luck and 
coincidence Sgt Mark Hennessy 
and officers from his team were 
driving along Roland Gardens in 
a marked police response van and 
were told that the flat on the sec¬ 
ond floor was on fire. 

Sgt Hennessy said: “We could 
all smell the smoke as soon as we 
got to stairwell inside the flats. As 
we climbed the stairs to the sec¬ 
ond floor the smoke was becom¬ 
ing thicker and thicker.” 

As the team approached the 
burning flat Sgt Hennessy felt the 
door to see how hot the inside of 
the property was becoming. 

“At this stage, we were unsure 
of how we were going to get in¬ 
side, but fortunately a supervisor 
on duty at the location had a key 
to the second floor flat,” he said. 

As soon as the door was opened 
thick choking smoke came bil¬ 
lowing out engulfing Sgt Hen¬ 
nessy and his colleagues, PCs Phil 
Bond, Geoff Orchard, Dominic 
Vinall-Smith and Spencer Milton. 

“The heat coming out of the 
door was intense and we were all 
breathing in pure smoke,” said 
Sgt Hennessy. 

Not knowing whether anyone 
was trapped inside the flat, Sgt 
Hennessy got down as low as pos¬ 
sible and began to crawl along the 
pitch-black hallway followed by 
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his colleagues PCs Phil Bond and 
Geoff Orchard. 

Not being able to see even a 
hand in front of the his face, the 
three brave officers kept moving 
forward trying to keep as low as 
possible to get under the searing 
heat that was coming from the 
flat. 

“It was absolutely nerve wrack¬ 
ing, I couldn’t see where the fire 
was seated and the smoke was 
getting thicker and thicker,” said 

*lam so proud of my 
team. I had no 
expectations that the 
others would follow 
me into the burning 
flat but they did. 
They all acted in¬ 
stinctively and just 
got on with it^ 

Sgt Hennessy. 

It was then that to the right of 
the hallway that the light of Sgt 
Hennessy’s torch caught the out¬ 
line of a bedroom door. 

“I could see a fire on one of the 
beds in the room,” he said. 

The fire had now taken hold and 
the flames were creeping up the 
walls of the room and he saw that 
the smoke alarm was completely 
melted. 

Still not knowing if anyone was 
trapped inside the burning flat, the 
officers continued forward taking 
shallow breathes to try and stop 
inhaling the acrid smoke. 

Sgt Hennessy said: “I still 
couldn’t see if anyone was in the 
room as it was pitch black and the 
smoke was getting thicker - it was 
beginning to suffocate us.” 
At that point Sgt Hennessy saw a 
foot in a black sock hanging off 
the bed. 


Managing to get to nearer Sgt 
Hennessy found a man lying un¬ 
conscious on the bed. Along with 
PC Bond they grabbed him by legs 
dragging off the bed, out of the 
burning room and into the corridor 
outside the flat. 

PCs Vinall-Smith and Milton 
took the unconscious man out of 
the flats to waiting medical help. 
Meanwhile, PC Orchard had lo¬ 
cated a fire extinguisher and 
pushed his way back into the bed¬ 
room to turn it on the fire whilst 
checking that there was no-one else 
trapped inside. 

Could not breathe 

The fire brigade then arrived on 
scene and took over, extinguishing 
the blaze bringing it under control. 

Sgt Hennessy said: “We couldn’t 
breathe; we were running out of air. 
Coughing up our lungs.” 

All five officers were suffering 
with smoke inhalation and PC 
Bond was taken to hospital as a 
precaution alongside the occupant 
who has since made a full-recov¬ 
ery. 

The Community Policing team 
was only formed last November 
but Sgt Hennessy said: “I am so 
proud of my team. 

“I had no expectations that the 
others would follow me into the 
burning flat but they did. They all 
acted instinctively and just got on 
with it.” 

A Met spokesman said: “By 
about 3.0 am PC Bond had been re¬ 
leased from hospital and what did 
the team do next? They didn’t go 
home. They got a cup of tea before 
finishing continuing their shift until 
7.0 am, albeit smelling rather 
smoky.” 

“It was scary being crouched 
down in the pitch black fumbling 
your way through a hallway of a 
burning building. I can’t speak for 
the others but it was a frightening 
experience,” said Sgt Hennessy. 

“All I say is how proud I am of 
my team and how well they re¬ 
sponded to a very difficult and 
strenuous situation.” 
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All write on the night 


RESIDENTS and librarians joined 
writer and historian Lucinda 
Hawksley at Kensington Central 
Library to celebrate World Book 
Night on Thursday, 23 April. 

A great-great-great-grand- 
daughter of Charles Dickens, Ms 
Hawksley talked on the topic of 
‘Dickens and Poverty’. The in¬ 
formative and insightful talk gen¬ 
erated a lively question and 
answer session from the audience. 

To celebrate World Book Night 
all who attended received a free 
book. Titles to choose from in¬ 


cluded Prime Suspect by Lynda 
La Plante, Honour by Elif Shafak 
and Blaine Harden’s Escape from 
Camp 14: One Man’s Remarkable 
Odyssey from North Korea to 
Freedom in the West. 

World Book Night is a world¬ 
wide literacy event aimed at 
spreading a love of reading. Run 
by the Reading Agency, it aims to 
inspire people to become confi¬ 
dent and enthusiastic readers to 
help give them an equal chance in 
life. 

Irvine Welsh, author of the 


iconic Trainspotting, Porno and 
the brilliant new A Decent Ride 
appeared at the World Book Night 
flagship London event - at the 
capital’s Shaw Theatre. 

He, along with other authors 
and public figures, took to the 
stage to discuss their reading jour¬ 
ney and the books that have in¬ 
spired and shaped them in an 
exciting and enlivening evening of 
performances, readings and talks. 
The event was dubbed a “glitter¬ 
ing celebration of reading and the 
written word”. 


Labour using translators 
to pick up ‘lots of votes’ 


CANNY canvassers campaigning for 
would-be Kensington MP Rod Abouharb 
have brought in a team of translators - as 
more than 20% of residents of the royal 
borough do not speak English as their first 
language. 

Official figures show that more than 16,000 resi¬ 
dents of Kensington and Chelsea do not have English 
as their native tongue. 

So Dr Abouharb, senior lecturer in international re¬ 
lations at University College London, has raised a 
team of linguists - speaking seven foreign languages 
between them - to help win votes on the doorstep. 

“We always have translators out with Rod when he 
is campaigning. Given the wide variety of nationali¬ 
ties in the constituency, we think it is a simple cour¬ 


tesy and many residents appreciate it,” said a senior 
member of Dr Abouharb’s 40-strong street team. 

Kensington and Chelsea is the fourth highest bor¬ 
ough in Britain for non-primary-English-speaking 
residents; 52 perr cent of residents were born outside 
of the UK, 28% of them have moved to the borough 
in the last 13 years and the borough has more people 
born in Germany, Iran, France, Italy, Spain and the 
Philippines than any council area in Britain. 

The borough also has the lowest proportion of res¬ 
idents with a UK passport - 60.5 per cent, 11.7 per 
cent fewer than the London average and 15.2 per cent 
lower than the average for England and Wales. 

“Because the area is so international, our action 
team includes members who are fluent in French, 
Spanish, Japanese, Spanish, Arabic, Farsi and Kur¬ 
dish. Providing this facility is helping us to pick up a 
lot of votes,” said a spokesman. 
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■ LUCINDA Hawksley, second from the left, with fellow book lovers at Kensington Central Library. 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


Plenty of ways to enjoy 
helpful brain training 


I STARTED the year with a 
resolution to get fitter and 
thankfully that’s in hand, as 
you can see from my recent blog 
‘Taking the plunge’. 

So, buoyed by progress made on the 
physical front, my thoughts turned to 
what I could do for a mental workout. 
Fortunately I haven’t had to look far to 
find plenty of ways to stimulate the grey 
matter. 

The difficulty now will be what to 
choose. There’s a whole host of activities 
provided in our excellent libraries which, 
as we should all know by now, offer far, 
far more than just lending books, as 
important as this service remains. 

If you enjoy a good book why not try 
your hand at writing one, or maybe a 
short story? If you’re not 
sure how to start why 
not try a creative 
writing class? We 
have one in North 
Kensington Library. 

My trawl through 
what’s on offer 
uncovered the excellent 
Adult Learners’ Week, 
which runs from 
Saturday 13 to Friday 19 June. This is the 
UK’s largest annual festival of learning, 
inspiring thousands of people to discover 
how learning can change their lives. It’s a 
great opportunity to raise awareness of 
the benefits learning can bring, and to 
inspire adults of all ages to try something 
new. Clearly these benefits are 
considerable. 

A report by the University of Exeter 
refers to research on adult learners that 
found 71 per cent felt their quality of life 


had improved and 82 per cent were more 
confident in their abilities. That’s a very 
encouraging set of numbers and chimes 
with our own experiences. 

During 2014 nearly 4,000 people (3,921 
to be precise) participated in learning 
through our Adult and Family Learning 
Service, choosing from a range of 650 
courses. 

Of these we know that 1,630 learners 
took their course to the next stage, a 
further 137 got jobs, 54 took up 
volunteering and 47 went on to study a 
course outside the adult learners’ 
programme. 

Proof, if you need, it that adult learner 
programmes open up possibilities to 
people. 

This year there are a similar number of 
courses running at 25 local centres, open 
to anyone aged from 19 
upwards. The great thing 
about adult learning is 
that there is no upper 
age limit on who can 
register to attend - all it 
requires is a willingness 
to have a go. 

Subjects on offer range 
from art and 
design to digital 
photography, various language courses - 
French, Spanish and Japanese to name a 
few - as well as courses on lip-reading 
and first aid for children. 

You can acquire the full list by emailing 
afl@rbkc.gov. uk 

So my search continues - creative 
writing could give my speeches the killer 
edge, while beginner’s Spanish could help 
out at holiday time and some IT courses 
might very well save me an awful lot of 
frustration. 


Research on adult 
learners found that 
71 per cent felt 
their quality of life 
had improved 




THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF 

KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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Now the focus /I® 
switches to the ^ 
market’s heartbeat 


FOLLOWING last month’s 150th Anniver¬ 
sary Year theme on music, this month the 
focus is on the heartbeat of the markets - 
shopping! 

Love Your Local Market promotions run from May 
13th to May 27th 

Join the Royal Borough’s Market Managers for four 
themed walking tours. Whether it’s your first time to 
the ‘Bella or you’re a loyal shopper, they’ll be stalls, 
arcades and hidden treasures to explore: 

• Awesome Antiques - Saturday, May 16 (9.30am), 
Saturday, May 23 (9.30am) 

• Brilliant Bargains - Friday, May 15 (10.30am and 
2pm), Friday, May 22 (10.30am and 2.pm) 

• Extraordinary Edibles - Saturday, May 16 
(9.30am), Saturday, May 23 (9.30am) 

• Fabulous Fashion - Friday, May 15 (10.30am and 
2pm), Friday, May 22 (10.30am and 2pm) 

Tickets can be booked for £5 
at rbkcmarkets.eventbrite.com. 

All walkers will receive a cup of tea or coffee (do¬ 
nated by local coffee shops) and a 150 year edition 
Notting Hill Shopping Bag. 

But that’s not all, on May 16th there will be a Youth 
Enterprise Market for schools, colleges and universi¬ 
ties and a Community Market for charities and other 
local organisations on May 23rd. 


May 30th is also the 150th day of the 150th year and 
will mark the official anniversary of Portobello and 
Golbome Road Markets. Stay plugged into Markets 
twitter page (@rbkcmarkets) using the hashtag 
#pogol50 and their blog 

(rbkcmarkets.wordpress.com) for more information 
on events, special stalls and local offers. 

Coffe shops participating include: 

Barista’s Fusion, Bluebelles, Cafe Eve, Gallery 
Cafe, Golborne Deli, Ground Floor Bar, Kipferl, 
l’Epicerie, Lisa’s, Lisboa, Lowry & Maramia, Not- 
tinghill Cafe, Orange Coffee, Pedlars, Portobello Juice 
Cafe, Salumeria W10, Snaps & Rye and Talkhouse. 

A different independent bookshop, Book & Kitchen 
in All Saints Road, has organised a Literary Walk with 
local historian Tom Vague. Those will be offered on 
May 15th, 17th, 22nd and 24th, as well as during 
June’s InTRANSIT Festival. 

Finally, on Saturday, May 16th we are hosting Small 
Business Saturday UK’s Inspire Series and are look¬ 
ing for local entrepreneurs interested in participating 
in a round-table discussion that we’re hoping to have 
broadcast on community, regional or national radio. 

As with all our efforts, we’d be most grateful for 
help with organising, executing, promoting, network¬ 
ing etc from passionate and energetic volunteers. 


750 Years of Portobello & Golborne 
Market Short Story Competition 


• Join RBKC Libraries & Markets for a unique 
literary collaboration, inspired by the rich 
history of our local markets. 

Your short story can be written against 
any setting and from any period, including 
modern day. The only necessary link is that 
your inspiration should come from your 

; about Portobello or Golborne Market. 


thoughts a 


All winning entries will be published in an 
anthology that will be added to the library 
collection. 

Deadline for submissions is June 30th. 

To register your interest and for full Terms 
and Conditions please email 
libris(a)rbkc.gov.uk 



Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 



your local 

market 

W ^outlocil iw to t org ufc 


Hear what local 
authors think 
of the market 






TO mark the launch of the Love Your 
Local Market fortnight, in celebration of 
Portobello & Golborne Market J 
niversary, an event i 
much adm 
II_ 

rsley has invited 
tl^^P^fTauthors - Sarah Anderson (for¬ 
mer owner of The Travel Bookshop and 
author of Inside Notting Hill), Caroline 
Gladstone (Portobello Eye) and Blanche 
Girouad (Portobello Voices). 

Each author talk about the past, present 
and the future of the market, and the vital 
and positive role that it has within the 
local community. 

The eventon May 20th, starting at 7 pm, 
will also be broadcast as a podcast on Por¬ 
tobello Radio. 


Portobello & Golbome 



Colville pupils rally round after centre break-in 


HAVING heard the news of the break-in at 
Portobello Road Salvation Army Centre in 
Notting Hill, the headteacher of Colville Pri¬ 
mary School, Mr Jagdeep Birdi, encouraged 
by parents whom themselves have attended 
the centre, rallied round and organised a 
non uniform day which raised nearly £400. 

During a recent morning assembly, repre¬ 
sentative pupils presented Salvation Army 
leaders. Majors Paul and Dawn Scott with an 


i-pod touch for use in the music tots session 
and a cheque for the difference to replace 
toys. 

Dawn responded by saying that she was 
overwhelmed by this kind gesture knowing 
how hard the school works to fundraise for 
its own needs. 

The photo above shows pupils presenting 
the cheque and gifts to Major Paul Scott. 



Central London Golf Centre, with delightful views 

across the golf course is the ideal venue to hire ■ m 

for parties, weddings and receptions. Our function 

suite hosts up to 300 guests. ^7 7**, 

We also cater for funeral receptions. p 

CLGC, Burntwood Lane, Wandsworth, London SWI7 OAT 
020 8871 2468 • www.clgc.co.uk • info@clgc.co.uk 


FANTASTIC OFFER FOR SPRING 

CENTRAL LONDON GOLF CENTRE 

PARTIES, WEDDINGS & 
RECEPTIONS 
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Letters to the Editor 


• THE DESTRUCTION OF LONDON 

This ‘hideous tower’ 
has ruined our road 


■ I KNOW you do not usually 
use photographs to illustrate let¬ 
ters, but these pictures of my street 
in Pimlico - before and after 
the construction of St. George’s 
Wharf Tower - show very clearly 
the damage that is being done to 
the skyline in Westminster, Pim¬ 
lico and Chelsea by the luxury 
housing developments along the 
South Bank. 

Moreton Place, designed by Cu- 
bitt, with the steeple of St. 
George’s Square church at one 
end, was one of the prettiest 


streets in London - in fact, in order 
to protect this view, houses in 
Moreton Street (seen at the end of 
the road) were never allowed to 
build mansard roofs. 

But from 2013, as you can see 
from the second photograph, 
the view was wrecked by the rise 
of the ugly and over-lit St 
Georges Wharf Tower - which 
contains no affordable housing 
and where, today, a two bed- 
roomed flat is on sale for over £4 
million. Lots of people are getting 
rich, but at what cost to London? 


I live in Moreton Place in Pim¬ 
lico where our beautiful view 
used to lift my spirits every time I 
walked down the street. Our view 
now is mined, with the hideous St. 
George’s Wharf Tower looming 
over the street. Has anyone in 
Westminster considered the im¬ 
pact that the high rise develop¬ 
ments along the South Bank are 
having on our formerly pretty, low 
level area. It is heartbreaking. 

Brigid Keenan, 
Morton Place, 
Pimlico 



■ THIS is how Moreton Street, Pimlico, used to ... and this is how it looks now with Sir George's 
look like... Wharf Tower in the background 


Worried, about future healthcare in Hammersmith and Fulham 


■ WE LOOK forward to your newspaper with var¬ 
ied local news. We’re writing in response to front¬ 
page editorial regarding future of CX Hospital. 

My mum, who is 80 year’s of age and I are each 
other’s careers we have genetic health conditions. 

At Christmas I had shingles, uveitis and now have 
complication of post herpatic neuralgia -nerve dam¬ 
age. I only opened my eyes in early February and 
need help walking. 

We’re not on email etc. and understand if letters 
can’t be used via post but either way we would like 
everyone to understand why we’re so worried for our 


future healthcare for all in the London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham (LBHF) and UK. 

I’ve had 18 medicines at £8.05 each £70 spent on 
transport and I’m a zero hours contract worker. You 
cannot have patient’s wandering about on TfL with 
eye drops blurring vision for six hours. 

We’re not silly we’ve done the research SAHF 
points to CXH not as a hospital, it’s frightening. 
Thank you for reporting local issues. 

At Christmas both mum and I were ill and still re¬ 
ceiving care, our GP said to get to Western Eye Hos¬ 
pital as soon as possible, a mini cab round trip from 


/^HOLIDAY HOME 
DEVELOPMENT 



Don’t miss this opportunity to own a 
holiday home at popular Harts Holiday Park. 
• 2 or 3 bedrooms • Fully furnished 


Pre-Owned 


Holiday C7 995 

from * w 


Homes from 


• Full use of all park facilities 

• 15 year finance available* 

• Ask about our Help To Buy scheme 


2 YEARS FIXED 
PITCH FEES £1,500 

Selected models only 


New Holiday ^07 OOC 
Homes from 1Lfc/>7/J 

FREE DOUBLE GLAZING AND CENTRAL HEATING 


-E £74,995 


from 


^Finance subject to status, written details on request. 


Call today to arrange a park visit 

01795 500 552 

www.ParkHolidays.com/hartssales 

Harts Holiday Park, Leysdown Road, Leysdown-on-Sea, Isle of Sheppey, Kent, ME12 4RG 


HARTS 



CX Hospital to Western Eye was £32. Subsequent 
visits on public transport were a nightmare with no 
seats and fear of getting hit by a backpack. 

We’re receiving excellent NHS care. Clinics are 
crowded - more hospital space is needed not closures. 

This is where shaping a healthier future falls down. 
You and carerare unwell, there’s added transport and 
prescription charges. Those who agree with SAHF 
maybe don’t have these problems. 

LBHF is a growing population we need central hos¬ 
pitals for our elderly and young families living in 
deprivation in LBHF. The facts are from the imperial 
healthcare clinical strategy, July; our lives depend on 
local NHS services. 

We checked the facts ourselves. Do people who call 


us “scaremongers” know what it’s like, in the middle 
of the night to be gasping for air or unable to see and 
wonder how you’re getting to an out of borough hos¬ 
pital? It maybe a specialist centre but unless you’re 
stabilised, how will you get there? 

The CXH, a glorified is a walk-in clinic without 
blue light ambulance status. Other services must 
go. We’re capable of our own research, our health’s 
at stake. Andy Slaughter MP doesn’t insult our in¬ 
telligence he is a resident too. He tells it like it is. 
Because “you can’t fool all of the people all of the 
time”. 

Annette Chambers 
Desiree Cranenburgh 
King Street, Hammersmith 


On election day thousands of rejected 
young people have no one to turn to 


■ THE manifestos in this election show a dangerous 
myth - that welfare reform can be ‘safe’ if it’s targeted 
at the young. The appearance of young people at food 
banks tells us that this simply is not true. 

The Conservatives have launched a manifesto 
pledge to cut housing benefit for 18-21 year olds - 
the latest in a long line of age-related welfare reform 
proposals premised on the idea of getting young peo¬ 
ple to live under mum and dad’s roof again. 

They echo Labour’s plans to end job seekers al¬ 
lowance for young people and replace it with a new 
‘youth allowance’ means-tested on parental income. 

Of the United Kingdom’s seven million young peo¬ 
ple, 85,000 are care leavers and at least 300,000 are 
young parents. One in five will have witnessed do¬ 
mestic violence and one in four will have lived with 
a binge-drinking parent. Very few of them will have 
a happy parental home to shelter in, and many will 
need to rely on benefits at least in the short term. 

Far from living in a ‘something for nothing’ culture, 
young people have for decades now been prevented 
from claiming support that older citizens are entitled 
to. 


Young people are increasingly having their benefits 
stopped because they can’t meet or have just misun¬ 
derstood new rules placed on them by changes to the 
system. 

In fact Barnardo’s workers have seen cases of 
young people with literacy issues having their bene¬ 
fits withdrawn because they can’t read letters notify¬ 
ing them of job centre appointments. 

Barnardo’s want to see the political establishment 
urgently re-embrace its role as a good parent. That is 
one that protects and nurtures the millions of young 
people who can’t rely on support from their own fam¬ 
ilies. And it’s one that is ambitious for every young¬ 
ster to fulfil their potential in life. 

This means ensuring that crucial benefits are avail¬ 
able to vulnerable citizens so they are fully supported 
to get the state help they need. 

As it stands, on election day, the young people who 
have been rejected throughout their lives will find 
that they yet again have no one to turn to. 

Javed Khan 
Chief Executive, Barnardo’s 


Wonderful experience at Hix Bankside 


Dear Mr Hix and staff at Bankside , 

I am writing ti say thank you so much for 
the meal that I won in the London Weekly 
News competition. 

I came to Hoxter Bankside with a friend on 
Wednesday, April 9th and it was a wonderful 
experience. 

The food was delicious and our water 


Matthew looked after is very well and we 
also met the chef. 

Our only disappointment was not meeting 
you to say thank you personally and I hope 
this car willsuffice. 

Angela Trainer 
London Weely News 
competition winner 
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IF HEATHROW EXPANDS: 



WILL BE AFFECTED BY NOISE. 


IF GATWICK EXPANDS: 


* -36,000 P£DPLE^ 

WILL BE AFFECTED BY NOISE. 


Our economy needs a new runway...but one that affects the least 
amount of people. Expand Gatwick and we'll ensure that any 
environmental impact we do have is kept to a minimum. 


LONDON 


OBVIOUSLY. 


The runway debate is almost over. 

Find out why we are the obvious choice at gatwickobviously.com and @LGWobviously 
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The London Marathon 


Singer Phoebe top of marathon pops 


CHELSEA singer-songwriter Phoebe Ray is 
top of the pops with her Dad after she and 
her brothers raised £15,000 for him and 
other victims of prostate cancer at their first- 
ever attempt at the London Marathon. 

Phoebe, recently hailed by BBC radio star Chris 
Evans as one of London’s best up-and-coming music 
stars, was among the 37,500 run¬ 
ners who finished the gru¬ 
elling 26.2-mile route from 
Blackheath to The Mall - 
making the race the most 
successful in its 35-year 
history by 1,000 runners. 

“I ran it in 4 hours 41 
minutes, my eldest brother 
Freddie did it in 3.47 and 
Albert scooped us both with 
a nippy 3.32,” said Phoebe, 25. 

“It was a day that I shall remem¬ 
ber all my life and we’re utterly overwhelmed that, 
having set a fund-raising target of £6,000, we’ve raised 
£15,000!” 

The Ray family chose the Prostate Cancer Research 
Centre at University College London as their charity 
to run for after their father Chris was diagnosed with 
the disease in 2013. 

“My Dad has undergone a series of treatments with 
varying degrees of success. Two years later he is still 
engaged in the challenge of overcoming it,” said 
Phoebe. 

“At no stage prior to the diagnosis did Dad feel un¬ 
well. Had it not been for an age-related blood test re¬ 
quired whilst he changed jobs, the doctors would now 
be managing his final months. 

“Every year 40,000 men in the UK are diagnosed 
with prostate cancer. Of these, 10,000 will die. That’s 
one man an hour. It is estimated that by 2030 prostate 


By Geoff Baker 


cancer will be the most common cancer, with one in 
eight men affected by the disease. 

“So as well as raising money we want to raise aware¬ 
ness of the fact that prostate cancer, if caught early 
enough, has a high success rate of recovery. So every¬ 
one should get themselves checked out. 

“The mission of the Prostate Cancer Research Cen¬ 
tre is to improve the survival of men with late-stage 
prostate cancer. PCRC employs a team of scientists 
and support staff who need over £1 million a year to 
continue their vital research into developing new 
treatments and if anyone would like to help us help 
them our giving page is 

http ://uk.virginmoney giving .com/team/theray srunthe- 
marathon .” 

Phoebe is soon to release her first EP after Radio 2 
star Evans told his listeners she has “the voice of an 
angel”. Evans also ran the Marathon and Phoebe beat 
his time by 12 minutes. She says running helps with 
her song writing. 

“I always listen to music when I run and the notes 
section on my phone is full of badly-spelt lyrics that 
I’ve tried to type as I jog along. It’s often when song 
ideas emerge and there’s no doubt that running is as 
good for my songwriting as it is for my health.” 

Beckhams out in force 

A fellow Chelsea family, the Beckhams, were out in 
force to cheer on David and Victoria’s 12-year-old son 
Romeo (pictured) one the race day. 

Although too young to be allowed to enter the actual 
marathon, Romeo was one of the young runners who 
did the three-mile children’s course. 

David, Victoria, Brooklyn and Cruz Beckham 
proudly cheered and filmed him at the finish line, 
which he crossed in under 20 minutes and raised 
£6,000 for UN AIDS and the vulnerable children’s 
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charity 7 Fund. 

The Marathon, which has raised millions of pounds 
for charities, was an emotional curtain-closer for 
Paula Radcliffe, who completed her final race as a 
competitive athlete and received a standing ovation 
on The Mall, before being presented with the John 
Disley London Marathon Lifetime Achievement 


Award by Prince Harry and race founder Disley. 

“This is a really special event and everyone will tell 
you that,” said Radcliffe. “For me it was very, very 
special to be given that award. 

“I knew it would be emotional and it was. I nearly 
lost it at Birdcage Walk, but the crowds bowled me 
over. I wanted it to last forever.” 



■ TEAM RAY: Phoebe pictured after the marathon with brothers Freddie and Albert withthir Um 
and Dad 

Seven tons of rubbish 
collected after marathon 


The 35th London Marathon last Sunday, 
sppbsored by Virgin, saw the highest num¬ 
ber of participants in its history, with more 
than 37,000 entrants crossing the finish line 
in Westminster. 

Also out in full force was Westminster City Coun¬ 
cil’s cleaning teams, Veolia, who took on the marathon 
task of cleaning the route as the last people crossed the 
finish line. 

The 30-strong clean-up team set to work just after 
5pm and had all rubbish and recycling removed within 
two hours - about the same time as it took the elite men 
to complete the course. 

The team collected a total of seven tonnes of rubbish, 
including four tonnes of recyclable waste and 40,000 
plastic water bottles which will be recycled into items 
such as new bottles, eco-friendly clothing or uphol¬ 
stery for car seats. 

Mark Banks, head of Westminster City Council’s 
Waste and Parks, has said: ‘We were proud to have the 
eyes of the world on Westminster this weekend. This 
year was a special event and an emotional day for 
everyone who took part and transformed their 26.2 
mile-challenge into millions of pounds for charity. 

Once again, our street cleaning team have shown 
enormous dedication, delivering a swift clean-up op¬ 
eration which has allowed the City of Westminster to 
look its best within just a couple of hours.” 

This year the organisers of the London Marathon 
were ably assisted by local volunteers, Westminster 
City Guides, in making sure everything ran smoothly 
on the day. 

This year a number of Westminster Council staff ran 
the marathon to raise money for the Lord Mayor of 
Westminster’s charity, The Sir Simon Milton Founda¬ 
tion. 


■ HARD AT WORK: All rubbish at the London 
Marathon was cleared up within two hours 
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A letter to Princess Charlotte 


on the birth of a beautiful new royal 


charlotte 

S ORRY to bother you, but I wondered 
if you might like a job as a PR for 
London? 

I realise that it may be a little early to consider 
these things but we’ve been doing some sums on 
the newsroom abacus and it turns out that you’re 
already some sort of record-breaker. 

In fact, if I was you I’d get one of those courtiers 


By Geoff Baker 

t o 

rush a letter off to the 
Guinness Book of Records 
to register your claim to be 
the Youngest Most Fa¬ 
mous Person Ever. Do it, ROYAL 

you’d walk it. rmunT a t 

Because on the night of N r PA „ I A I v 
the day that you arrived - 


there were 30,000,000 news bulletins running 
about you on Google, plus 143,000,000 other 
mentions on non-news sites. 

You probably don’t want to mention this to your 
brother, him being just ahead of you in the queue, 
but we believe that you’ve set some sort of pub¬ 
licity world record. 

To put this into context, I also Googled my old 
boss Sir Paul McCartney and he only got 
2,020,000 news listings. So in one day you al¬ 
ready became 16 times more famous than a Bea- 


tle, and he’s been at it for years. Way to go! 

Even that Mr Miliband, the current favourite to 
be popping up your way this week to ask for your 
Great-Granny’s nod to form a government, only 
got 2,880,000 listings; and he’s meant to be really 
important. Or so he says. 

It’s amazing; after your excellent Great-Granny 
(who naturally saw off all-comers with 
35,300,000 news listings) you’re already Lon¬ 
don’s biggest brand. 

You should mention this the next time you’re in 

TURN to page 14 
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Welcoming a new royal princess 




CHRIS IS RA CING TO 
BEAT PARKINSON'S I 


JOIN HIM 


Royal Parks Foundation Half Marathon 
Sunday 11 October 2015 


Be a champion like Chris - reach for the finish 
line and raise funds to get us closer to a cure. 

parkinsons.org.uk/royalparkshm 
020 7963 3914 

© Parkinson's UK, April 2015 (RD1771). Registered charity in England and Wales (258197) 
and Scotland (SC037554). 


PARKINSON^ 
CHANGE ATTITUDES. 
FIND A CURE. 

JOIN US. 


Mothercare, they’ll probably give you a couple of 
quid discount on a buggy. 

Did you see the Sunday papers? Get somebody 
to dig them out of the corgi basket and have a look 
- you’re the front page of them all. Well, all of 
them except The Independent, whose remarkable 
finger-on-the-pulse news sense has reduced their 
circulation to a petty 60,000. 

That parish magazine aside, you’re a news su¬ 
perstar. When before has a birth caused Tower 
Bridge, the Eye and Trafalgar Square to be turned 
pink? 

And - get this - you even made the front page 
of the Republic Party’s website. You probably 
haven’t heard of them yet - don’t worry, neither 
has anybody else - but they were the ones who 
last week ran a story calling on the media to “get 
a grip and keep some sense of perspective over the 
arrival of the new royal baby”. 

In the best quote of the year so far, their CEO 
Graham Smith said: “With the majority of people 
not interested, this maybe news but it is not big 
news”. 

Err, London to Planet Weirdo, I think that maybe 
it is, Smithy; I think you’ll find that it’s very big 
news indeed. 

Anyway, I thought I’d drop you this note to ask 
if you fancied a job promoting the city? Because 
if you do, you could make millions from putting 
your name to pretty much anything. 

Besides the bookies all buying themselves new 
yachts off of the profit from anything associated 
with you, every organisation and business under 
the sun has been plugging themselves with the 
magic hashtag #royalbaby - Game Of Thrones, 
Center Parcs, Radio 2, Battersea Dogs Home, you 
name it. 

And you have no idea what a mountain of tat is 
already out there with your name on it. There’s 
royal baby potties, royal baby-grows with the slo¬ 
gan “My Great-Granny Is The Queen”, royal baby 
bibs with the logo “I love my Auntie Pippa”, royal 
baby nappies, birthday party jelly moulds of the 
face of your Great Granny and beer coasters with 
the slogan “Keep Calm It’s Only A Royal Baby”. 

There’s even a book available called ‘Will and 


Kate’s Royal Baby Nursery Rhymes’, which is 
quite clearly nothing of the sort. It’s preposterous 
for publishers to imply that they know which 
rhymes your Mum and Dad may or may not sing 
to you. 

The best stuff went on in the street outside your 
room at St Mary’s Hospital. It was like Glaston¬ 
bury out there; crowds of royal super-fans who 
looked like they got dressed in the dark and stacks 
of reporters, snappers and TV crews from every na¬ 
tion, all of them chasing the teensiest of “leads” in 
the hope that there was a page in it. 

Do you know, so desperate had the press pack be¬ 
come for any new line in the last days before your 
birth that when some bloke from the council turned 


Continued on Page 3 



\ 
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■ OFF HOME: Strapped into a car seat and 
safe in dad's hands the new Princess 
Charlotte Elizabeth Diana is ready for the 
journey home to Kensington Palace 
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side your hospital, SEVEN television crews 
filmed it. No word of a lie, notice on lamppost 
shock! I tell you, you’re a big act. 

Mind you, you should consider yourself lucky 
that some things have changed. In the old days, 
Home Secretaries used to have to attend royal 
births. The last time it happened was for the birth 
of your great-aunt Princess Alexandra. But they 
abolished all of that nosy practice in 1948. Can 
you imagine; it’s exhausting enough just being 
born, without having to worry about Theresa May 
sitting at the bottom of the bed trying on shoes. 

Going back to this matter of the job, so big is 
your brand that you could upset the entire general 
election forecast, if you fancied it. You’ve proba¬ 
bly not heard of the Green Party - they’re the ones 
who want to pack your family off to live in a mo¬ 
bile home in Southend or some such. But if you 
were to be seen out and about in an emerald baby- 
grow this Thursday, the experts say the power of 
your endorsement would give the Greens a land¬ 
slide of votes many times more than the two or so 
they’ll probably only get from a couple of cats. 

The same goes for the Tories and their Sancho 
Panza sidekicks in the Lib Dems. Mr Cameron 
and Mr Clegg would probably fund the entire 
NHS out of their own pockets with delight if you 


were seen out in some blue and yellow number 
this week. 

But politicians will come and go and the great 
thing about your birth is that it reinforces the fact 
that your family won’t. And that’s good because 
London needs you. 

From the peerless example of your great-grand¬ 
mother to the new world standard for looking 
womanly-fabulous that was set by your Mum on 
Saturday, your family has never been more well- 
regarded for the fine work it does for this city - 
from bringing in billions from the tourists, to sup¬ 
porting 80,000 jobs and getting out there raising 
awareness by putting your name to causes for the 
capital’s needy. 

As Londoners we don’t always say it but we do 
always clock it and we’re proud to have your fam¬ 
ily; without whom this city would lose so much, 
but with you we are the envy of the world. 

So here’s a toast to a new world record-holder; 
baby it’s because you’re a Londoner. 

Have a great life. 

yoi/trs Lia, the MW srooWv 



■ HAPPY FAMILY: Prince William and Catherine Duchess of Cambrige introduce their new 
daughter to the watching world Photo Nils Jorgensen/REX/Shutterstock 



r WHERE TO SEE YOUR ^ 



L FAVOURITE ROYAL A 



FULL details of future and recent events in 
the ever-busy diaries of the many members 
of The Royal Family are available from the 
official website www.royal.gov.uk but 
here’s the London schedule for the week 
ahead for Where To See A Royal. 

• Tuesday, May 5th 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Patron of the Air 
League, will hold a reception at St James’s 
Palace. 

# Princess Alexandra, as Patron of the Royal 
Humane Society, will attend the Annual General 
Court at Haberdashers’ Hall, West Smithfield 
EC1. 


• Sunday, May 10th 

Princess Alexandra, as Deputy Colonel-in- 
Chief of the Royal Lancers, will take the salute 
at the Cavalry Memorial Parade in Hyde Park 
and will attend a Regimental lunch at the Cav¬ 
alry and Guards Club in Piccadilly. 

• Monday, May 11th 

Princess Alexandra, as Patron of the Mental 
Health Foundation, will attend the launch of 
Mental Health Foundation Awareness Week at 
the Royal Society, Carlton House Terrace SW1. 

• Tuesday, May 12th 

Princess Alexandra, as Royal Patron of Chil¬ 
dren and Families Across Borders, will open the 
International Spring Fair at Kensington Town 
Hall W8. 




* Bizi let 

Property Management 


U)e Stay Busy, So You Don't Have To! 




0208 693 1118 
?? 0208 693 0018 
^ www.bizylet.net 

Ufe 120 Forest Hill Rd, London SE22 ORS 



i Sign up with us this wed 
i Guaranteed rent for 51 
i Proper^ managemer t 



^and receive a FREE Corgi Gas Registered check 
jks of the year Management takeovers 0% Comission 
Multi let and block apartment specialists 

* Subject to status 
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Rocker who has inspired millions 


In the latest in an occasional series, the London 
Weekly News takes a look at the lives and work of 
some great London names. This week we reveal what 
lies behind the longevity of a Rolling Stones legend 

Keith Richards 


By Geoff Baker 


I N some attic or a junk shop 
somewhere in London there is 
an item of rock and roll his¬ 
tory that to a collector is possibly 
worth the best part of a million 
pounds. 

It is a Hofner F-hole Archtop guitar 
with the words “blue boy” painted onto 
the fretboard and it is the first steel string 
guitar that Keith Richards ever owned. 

He hasn’t seen it since 1962, when the 
teenager who later became the greatest 
rock and roll guitarist in the world left it 
on a tube train on the Victoria Line, or 
possibly the Bakerloo Line; Keith can’t 
remember which. 

This was the guitar, bought from Ivor 
Mairants’ music shop, just off Oxford 
Street in Rathbone Place, with which in 
May 53 years ago Keith passed the Soho 
audition in the upstairs room at the old 
Bricklayers Arms at 7 Broadwick Street, 
and won himself a place in the band that 
shortly afterwards became known as The 
Rolling Stones. 

It’s the guitar on which Keith learned 
to play ‘Not Fade Away’, the Buddy 
Holly song which gave the Stones their 
first Top 5 hit, when he and Mick Jagger 
and the earliest version of the Stones 
played at the original Marquee Club on 
Oxford Street, when they were known as 
Little Boy Blue and The Blue Boys. 

Like the guitar, the pub has gone now 
- although the music remains on the site 
in the fine record store Sounds Of The 
Universe - but the great Londoner, the 
star of the Dartford Delta, gloriously 
shows no sign of disappearing too. 

In the next week or so, the Stones will 
begin rehearsals for the lengthy USA leg 
of their seemingly-unending world tour, 
which kicks off in San Diego on May 
24th - and at which a pair of the best seats 
in the house will cost you £4,786. 

The US tour was meant to coincide 
with the re-release of‘Sticky Fingers’, the 
Stones’ first album released on their own 
label back in 1971 with the album sleeve 
designed by Andy Warhol - a print of a 
pair of Levi’s complete with a real zip 
sewn into the sleeve. 

But the re-release special collectors’ 
edition, which comes complete with pre- 
viously-unreleased tracks, unseen photo¬ 
graphs and a 120-page behind-the-scenes 
book, has been delayed until June - be¬ 
cause such is the huge number of pre-or¬ 
ders that the record plant making the 
sleeves has run out of zips! 

There is much hope and anticipation 
that after the USA gigs, the Stones will 


return to London for a couple of shows in 
August; causing the sort of tickets frenzy 
that the likes of Ed Sheeran could only 
marvel at. 

But there’s even better news for the 
caravan of Keef fans - the great man him¬ 
self is toying with his first solo tour in 23 
years, set to hit the road with his crack 
band The X-pensive Winos in September, 
around the release of a new solo album. 

“The Stones have been working so 
much lately that I’ve been holding off 
until we could find a reasonable time to 
put the album out,” he said. “The idea of 
doing some gigs to support it is being 
kicked around. At the moment I’m just 
getting my head into the Stones, and I 
haven’t really thought about what I’m 
going to do afterwards - but usually if I 
put a record out, I do some road work. So 
it’s possible.” 

As a Keith Richards show tends to be 
played in smaller venues than the massive 
Stones gigs - in 1992 he played the Town 
& Country club, with its capacity of only 
1,800 - the clamour for tickets in his 
home town is most likely to put demand 
for any other gig this year right in the 
shade. Music experts predict that each 
seat could be over-subscribed five hun¬ 
dred times and ticket touts will be asking 
up to one hundred times the face value. 

That, and the fact that the Stones are 
asking - and getting - the best part of 
£5,000 for a pair of tickets to their open¬ 
ing night in the US, puts him a long way 
from the days when he’d gleefully record 
in his diary that the band was paid £12 for 
a two-hour set at the Marquee in the early 
Sixties. 

“Back then the extent of our aspira¬ 
tions was that maybe, just maybe, we 
might get good enough to put out a blues 
single on some obscure jazz label,” he 
once told me. “In those days we thought 
that the Stones would only last a couple 
of years, tops. But then who lasted longer 
than that in those days? Only Elvis and 
who was going to put themselves up 
against Elvis back then?” 

The answer, of course, is only The 
Beatles. 

“We didn’t have any ambition other 
than playing in blues clubs a few nights a 
week, until Brian Jones saw The Beatles,” 
said Keith. 

Although Jones was impressed by the 
mania and media adulation that sur¬ 
rounded the Liverpool boy band that 
Mick Jagger once dubbed “the four¬ 
headed monster”, as London’s rockier, 
edgier retort to the Mersey pop moptops, 



■ LEGENDS TOGETHER: Keith Richards and his fellow Stones endure. 



the Stones effortlessly developed a cooler 
image which, with Keith Richards lead¬ 
ing it, has lasted to this day. 

In the main that’s been due to the 
unique style of his guitar-playing, his el¬ 
egant refusal to kow-tow or conform and 
the sharp, laconic wit that created such 
memorable perceptions as “if you’re 
going to kick authority in the teeth, you 
may as well use both feet” and “everyone 
talks about rock these days, the problem 
is they forget about the roll”. 

It’s little wonder that, some years back, 
the man who also once said “let me be 
clear about this; I don’t have a drug prob¬ 
lem, I have a police problem” inspired a 
published collection of his sayings, excel¬ 
lently-titled “What Would Keith Richards 
Do? Daily Affirmations From A Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Survivor”. It is as excellent a read as 
“Life”, his autobiography, which is gen¬ 
erally held to be the finest ever written by 
a rock star. 

S O what would Keith 
Richards do now as he ap¬ 
proaches turning 72 in De¬ 
cember? 

What is left for rock’s pirate-in-chief 
who recently even penned a children’s 
book, the story of his own grandfather’s 
musical influence on him, “Gus And Me: 


The Story Of My Granddad And My First 
Guitar”? 

The answer, naturally, is the same as 
ever. Because although the Stones remain 
the greatest rock and roll band in the 
world, although they have lasted 45 years 
longer than The Beatles, although, when 
every rock star wanted to be the Guinness 
world record crowd-draw, they shut up 
the rest of the pack by playing to a beat- 
this audience of 1.5 million on the beach 
in Rio de Janeiro, although he has a per¬ 
sonal fortune reported to be £210 million, 
as he says, “you don’t start to play your 
guitar thinking you’re going to be running 
an organisation that will generate mil¬ 
lions. .. you do it for that zing, that buzz 
that made you get up in front of an audi¬ 
ence in the first place. 

“So I want to carry on, to keep on see¬ 
ing where this will go, just like the older 
blues guys did. Nobody ever told Muddy 
Waters he was too old to play”. 

And if the day comes when he does get 
too old to stand on stage and play? 

“So sit down and play!” 

A great Londoner, a great inspiration to 
millions and hopefully coming our way 
soon. And, if anyone’s found it, he’d 
probably like his guitar back. 

• Gus And Me, Orion Children's 
Books, £14. Sticky Fingers The Deluxe 
Reissue, out on June 8th 


■ THE albums that have defined 
Keith Richards'musical career, 
both as a solo artist and as part of 
the Rolling Stones phenomenon. 
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Feast of choice in Notting Hill 


The Portobello 
Olive Bar 


The Portobello La Cave 

Mushroom Man a Fromage 


"OLIVE HEAVEN"-that's what regular customers KNOWN by local chefs and foodies as "THE 
call THE PORTPBELLO OLIVE BAR which can be MUSHROOM MAN" Tom Dean's Portobello Mar- 


found at pitch no 76-77 in the Portobello Market, 
situated opposite the new Sainsbury Local. 

The Olive Bar sells olives from all over the 
world. They also stock herbs, olive oil, dress¬ 
ing, feta cheese, salamis, chorizo and many 
more, and pride themselves on providing 
something for anyone’s taste, full of different 
flavors. 

Fresh seasonal garlic and artichoke hearts 
are also in great demand. 



Portobello 
Mushroom Man ^ 

91 sJLLS. 

• Wild & Exotic Mushrooms 
• Truffles • Oils 
• Salts 
• Dried Wild 
Mushrooms 
Pitch 93, 

Portobello Market 

(opposite The Castle Pub) 


ket stall (pitch 93) is a mecca for mushroom- 
lovers. You name it, Tom sells it: fresh, dried, 
cultivated, exotic, wild and conserved, from all 
over the world, as well as the most beautiful 
white and black truffles. 

Tom's bustling stall on Portobello Road is an off¬ 
shoot of a family business that started as a suc¬ 
cessful fruit and vegetable stall over 45 years ago, 
and his sister company, one of the largest and 
leading importers of mushrooms in the UK, 
means he gets first dibs on the best quality and 
widest range of mushrooms - and can offer them 
for sale at affordable prices. 

Complementing his fresh and dried mush¬ 
rooms, Tom also sells a range of the best mush¬ 
room and truffle condiments including 
truffle-flavoured acacia honey, black and white 
truffle oils, black truffle sauce, and organic Hi¬ 
malayan black truffle salt. 

La Plaza Deli 
andTapas Bar 

LA PLAZA DELI and Tapas Bar at 228 Portobello 
Road aims to create a genuine authentic Spanish 
experience and atmosphere. 

The restaurant serves traditional Spanish dishes 
complimented by an extensive wine list with 
some regional Spanish wines included and Span¬ 
ish beers are also available. 

It's a small but verey authentic slice of Spain, 
very similar to the tapas bars you might for in 
Madrid The staff are Spanish and the open kitchen 
adds greatly to the overall buzz of the business. 

The deli serves a wide range of Spanish foods, 
including Chorizo and many dried sausages and 
a good selection of Spanish sandwiches. 

Typical 5-starTrip Advisor rating: 

"Very friendly staff, great atmosphere and you 
really feel you are at home, Spain. Food is amaz¬ 
ing, it is really Spanish food with Spanish flavours. 
Forget about the rest of Spanish restaurants, this 
is an authentic Spanish tapas bar." 

Telephone: 0208 968 0900 



LA CAVE A FROMAGE is a wonderful cheese re¬ 
tailer offering the very best of primarily French 
and British cheeses at their three outlets in Lon¬ 
don, including Notting Hill, and through their 
website. 

La Cave a Fromage, founded in 1999 by pas¬ 
sionate cheese connoisseur Eric Charriaux and 
Amnon Paldi, stocks a magnificent selection of 
cheeses selected with the benefit of years of ex¬ 
perience working with top UK restaurants and 
producers. They also mature some of the cheeses 
themselves. 

Their shops are manned by friendly and knowl¬ 
edgeable staff, all of whom have trained under- 
the guidance and Eric and Amnon. Customer 
service is paramount at La Cave a Fromage and 
they encourage customers to tastethe cheeses 
they are buying, accompanied by bread and 
wine. La Cave a Fromage alson host a number of 
tasting events for customers. 

Telephone: 0207 2211000 

First Floor 
& Ground floor 

THE FIRST FLOOR restaurant in the Portobello 
Road is one of Notting Hill's most charasmatic 
venues, reflecting the diversity of the Portobello 
Road, popular among neighbours and visitors 
alike. 

The menu in the unique upstairs restaurant re¬ 
flects the mix of modern London whilst the 
Ground Floor bar is one of the area's most popu¬ 
lar meeting places. 

The emphasis is very much on fresh and sea¬ 
sonal produce with set prices for lunch and din¬ 
ner as well as an extensive a la carte menu. Two 
courses for lunch cost£15 (£20 for three courses) 
and for dinner the cost is £19 for two courses and 
£24 for three. 

But the First Floor/Ground Floor is much more 
than a restaurant/pub. In the true traditoin of 
London pubs ,lt's a favourite meeting place for 
the locals and fulfils a useful community service. 

Telephone 0207 243 0072 


La Plaza 
Deli 

Spanish Food & Wine 
Importers 


> ■* 9m. > 


T • jJ» *1UVUI 


> Iberico Bellota 

> Serano Reserva 

1 Chorizo and many dried sausages 

> Wide selection of Cheeses 

1 Authentic Spanish sandwiches 
1 Whole frozen octopus 

228 Portobello Road, 
London WIO 5TE 
t: 020 8968 0900 
laplazadeli@btconnect.com 
www.laplazatapasbar.com 


La Cave a Fromage offers a variety of 
British local and continental artisanal 
cheeses, charcuterie, French wines and 
authentic French bread 


Our tasting cafe is open daily and specialises 
in a number of platters and dishes. We also 
host Tasting Evenings every Thursday: our staff 
carefully match six wines with six cheeses giving you 
the ultimate experience of cheese and wine. 

Follow us on Twitter @lacaveafromage or 
find us on Facebook 

148-150 Portobello Road, Notting Hill W11 2DZ 
T 0207 2211 000 | www.la-cave.co.uk 


«§ 


Fl« 


noon. 




|§ The First Floor Restaurant has been open for nearly M 
Sf 15 years and is very much part and parcel of the || 
M vibrancy and character of Notting Hill. It has 

H always been a popular neighbourhood restaurant as || 
0 well as a perfect location for visitors out to 
H discover Portobello Market and Notting Hill. || 
0 Owners Antony and Alex Harris provide a menu f| 
If which is eclectic in its culinary sources - reflecting & 
P the mix of modern London. There is a strong 
|| emphasis however on fresh and seasonal produce || 
and the introduction of some great British dishes g-j 
& French dishes. Menus change quarterly. ^ 

Set menu prices for Lunch and dinner in 
The First Floor Restaurant. 


The First Floor Restaurant. || 

xt * ■ — - - — - - 

e-o 

0 First Floor Restaurant & Private 

H Dining Rooms g 

I Tel: 020 7243 0072 Fax: 020 7221 9440 8 
j&j Email: info@firstfloorportobello.com || 
j Web: www.firstfloorportobello.co.uk 


Lunch, £15 for 2 courses or £20 for 3 courses 
(week days only excluding Monday) 

Dinner, £19 for 2 courses or £24 for 3 courses. 

First Floor Restaurant & Private 
Dining Rooms 


Baristas 

Fusion 

THE BARISTAS FUSION Cafe in Lancaster Road 
is a family owned and personally managed cafe, 
offering a different range of coffees and fusion 
teas.The aim is to provide quality coffees and teas 
along with delicious cakes, breakfasts, sand¬ 
wiches and salads. 

Opened in May 2014, owner Fatma decided to 
go into coffee business after leaving her profes¬ 
sion as a software engineer to fulfil a long-held 
dream to manage a cafe which will have a partic¬ 
ular objective to bring different varieties of prod¬ 
ucts to the coffee and tea business. 

Baristas Fusion has certainly made its mark with 
11 Trip Advisor ratings all being "excellent" and 
one describing it as a "little gem and best cafe in 
Notting Hill". Telephone: 0208 001 9032 


4- too* to 

cOu*t& co^ee 

* All Day Traditional English and 

Turkish Breakfast 

• Black Sheep Coffee (Single Estate 
of India) 

* Vietnamese Filter / Ice Coffee 

* Wide Range of Made to Order 
Sandwiches and Hot Meals 

• Freshly Baked Pastries 
• Homemade Cakes 

ScvU&toto 'pctoton, 

72 Lancaster Road, 

Portobello-Notting Hill, London W11 1QR 

020 8001 9032 

fow@baristasfusion.co.uk 

www.baristasfusion.co.uk 


The Portobello 

Olive Bar 

Wide range of marinated Olives 
Feta Cheese 
Humous 
Harrissa 
Pesto 

Fresh seasonal garlic 
Artichoke hearts 
French Saucisson 


Pitch No 76-77 Portobello Market 

Opposite Sainsburys 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


Get a Taste of London | as *e 




1 





_ 



■ CHEFS at last year's Taste of London in Regent's Park: top Theo 
Randall and Michel Roux Jr; centre Valentine Warner and Monica 
Galetti; above, Gizzi Erskine 


T ASTE of London will be transform¬ 
ing Regent’s Park into a foodie’s 
paradise for five days of eating, 
drinking and entertainment in June. 

Visitors will be able to taste signature dishes 
from London’s hottest restaurants, see top chefs 
put their individual twists on summer dishes in 
live on stage demonstrations, get hands on with 
interactive masterclasses, indulge in champagne, 
wine and whiskey tastings and sample unique in¬ 
gredients and products amongst the producers 
market. 

Forty-five chefs have already been signed up for 
the June 17th to 21st festival with top names in¬ 
cluding Michel Roux Junior, Marcus Wareing, 
Monica Galetti, Atul Kochlar, Bobby Chin, Cyrus 
Todiwala, Neil Rankin, Theo Ransall and 
Thomasina Meyers. 

The AEG Taste theatre will host live cooking 
demonstrations on stage while their cooking club 
allows visitors to try out some of the recipes for 
themselves. 

If your tastes are for more rustic food the Wild 
Kitchen is and ingredients-led theatre that show¬ 
cases back-to-basics cooking techniques incorpo¬ 
rating a herb and vegetable garden, a fire pit and 
a smoker! Working with quality, fresh ingredients 
and demonstrating fundamental methods of cook¬ 
ing including grilling, fermenting, smoking this 
kitchen will bring you back to basics. 

Baranis will be bringing a taste of sun-kissed 
Provence to Regent’s Park with a host of bespoke 
cocktails and outdoor petanque! 

Expect vibrant hand-mixed cocktails stuffed full 
with fresh herbs and summer fruits from resident 
bartenders Led and Franck. 

Oh, and don’t forget it wouldn’t be Baranis with¬ 
out petanque, French electro, Provencal nibbles 
and the pure vibes from Pascal Aussignac and the 
GC Restaurant team. 

Celebrity Cruises’ wine ambassador Oz Clarke 
will be personally hosting the tastings at their 
Lawn Club on Sunday, June 21st, imparting his 
vast wine knowledge to London wine aficionados 
and fans of fine food. Tastings will comprise of 
three sample-sized food and beverage pairings 
from a variety of on-board dining venues and will 
run throughout the duration of Taste of London 
sessions. 

The Laurent-Perrier Champagne Moments Mas¬ 
terclass, hosted by David Hesketh, Master of Wine 
and MD of Laurent-Perrier UK, will offer guests 
a fun champagne experience, whilst learning to 
choose the optimum champagne for any occasion. 

Situated in the heart of the festival will be the 
Mortimer’s Orchard Cider Bar- a star marquee 
serving crisp and refreshing cider delivered 
straight from Westons Cider Mill in Herefordshire. 
With tutored tastings by one of the brains behind 
cider making and the promise of a silent disco, this 



bar is a must visit. 

For those who prefer beer 
Pilsner Urquell will be 
serving their Tank Beer. 

Sealed in authentic Czech 
tanks, this special brewery 
release is unpasteurised, 
enhancing the unique full- 
bodied taste of Pilsner 
Urquell. Enjoy a perfect 
balance of caramel sweetness and 
pleasing bitterness, which acceler¬ 
ates away to reveal a stunning clean 
finish. 

Meanwhile at the Craft Beer Hub 


OF LONDON 

17-21 JUNE NfiGt NT'S PAHK 

KAEG 


visitors can learn the art of food and 
beer matching from experienced beer 
sommeliers. 

More information and tickets 
booking for Taste of London can 
be found atlondon.tastefestivals .com 



MARK HIX'S RECIPE 
y OF THE WEEK 

Sea Spinach and 
mushroom tart 

Serves 4 

I'VE used sea spinach here, but if you can't get it, use baby spinach. 

4 butter puff pastry rectangles rolled to 3-4mm and cut to about 
8x10cm 

2 handfuls of small sea spinach or baby spinach leaves, washed 
and dried 

100-120g button or oyster mushrooms, sliced 

A couple of knobs of butter 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

100ml double cream 

50g grated Cheddar 

Crumb topping (optional) 

Preheat the oven to 200C/gas mark 6. Dock the pastry with a fork to 
prevent it rising, place on a baking tray and bake for 5 minutes, then 
remove from the oven. 

Melt the butter in a pan and gently cook the mushrooms for 3-4 min¬ 
utes, seasoning and stirring as they cook; stir in the spinach and cook 
for about a minute. 

While the spinach and mushrooms are cooking, simmer the cream 
until it's reduced by two-thirds and thickened, stir in the cheese until 
it's melted; remove from the heat, transfer to a plate with some kitchen 
paper to absorb any juices, and leave to cool. 

Spread the cheese mixture on the tarts, then spoon the spinach mix¬ 
ture on top. Bake for about 5-6 minutes, covering the spinach with 
foil so that it doesn't discolour. 

Serve immediately. 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC * THEATRE ★ REVIEWS 




Who is the nursery for? 

EVERYONE - the whole community is welcome at our nursery. 
We are an Ofsted Outstanding, Greenwich funded, Nursery School 
but you do not have to live in Greenwich to come to our nursery. 


Bugsy 


Malone is splurget 


tic 


A BRAND new production of Bugsy Malone, the 
musical made famous by the 1976 film version, 
opened last Tuesday evening with a glittering press 
night. 

The Lyric Theatre has undergone an extensive 
multi-million pound redevelopment programme so 
the evening's festivities were also a celebration of the 
unveiling of the new state of the art facilities in Ham¬ 
mersmith. 

Hidden inside an immaculate contemporary exte¬ 
rior, the auditorium is an unspoilt and opulent haven 
for theatre traditionalists. The gorgeous pros arch and 
decorative loges create a wonderful backdrop for this 
show based in 1920s gangster-ridden Chicago. 

Writer Sir Alan Parker originally conceived the idea 
of Bugsy Malone for his four children and much of 
its original charm is preserved in this stage adapta¬ 
tion, which is entirely cast by an adolescent ensem¬ 
ble. 

The tale charts a new phase in the turf war between 
speakeasy owner Fat Sam and bounder Dandy Dan 
which heralds the importation of a new and deadly 
weapon, the splurge gun. With splurgings on the rise 
Sam is forced to seek help from the eponymous hero 
Busgy Malone in his fight for supremacy on the 
streets of Chicago. 

Sean Holmes' new production provides a refreshing 
take on this classic musical with every last comedy 
syllable eked expertly out of the script and performed 
with aplomb by the zestful cast. 

Drew Mconeie's innovative and electric choreogra¬ 
phy brings energy and verve which rippled through 
the auditorium and seemed to grow with each rousing 


Rachel McMillan Nursery School and Children’s Centre 
McMillan Street, London SE8 3EH 
Tel: 020 8692 4041 
Headteacher: Theresa Lane 


■ THEA Lamb as Blousey Brown ■ MAX Gill as Fat Sam 


Open Day 
Friday 22nd May 

Between 10 a.m. and midday or between 2.00 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. 
Meet the staff and experience our lovely garden. 

We very much look forward to meeting you and your children. 


r?i 

By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


number. The final curtain 
mash-up helped to bring 
this production back up 
to date and showcased 
the versatility of an out¬ 
standing group of young 
people. 

The standard of per¬ 
formance from the juve¬ 
nile cast was 
exceptional, with Max 
Gill as Fat Sam and 
Daniel Purves as Bugsy 
equally showing their 
comedic prowess. The 
musical highlight though 
was undoubtedly Thea Lamb as Blowsey who's "Or¬ 
dinary Fool" oozed with pizzazz and showed she is 
a singing star of the future. 

The staging was really clever, in particular the 
splurging, which had just enough goo to make an im¬ 
pression without it over powering the costumes and 
performances. A collective gasp went up when a 
pedal-driven automobile complete with running 
boards for the henchmen appeared on stage, to do bat¬ 
tle in a hilarious car chase, which saw Fat Sam and 
Bugsy narrowly escape the clutches of Dan's splurge 
gang. 

This star studded opening night audience included 
Dame Joan Collins, West End legend Bonny Lang¬ 
ford and TV and radio presenter Gaby Roslin who 
later tweeted #wanttogoagain. 

So do I Gaby, so do I! 


I SAMANTHA Allison as Tallulah 

Photos by Manuel Harlan 


We believe that children learn best through play. 

We have an amazing garden and extremely experienced, 
well qualified staff. 

We want to work in partnership with you to develop 
interested and interesting human beings 
who make positive relationships and love to learn. 


We have places for 2, 3 and 4 year old children 
who may be entitled to 15 hours per week free 
in term time. Ring us for more information. 


Follow us on Twitter 
@ Rachel McN u rsery 


If your child is 3 or 4 years old you can buy more 
hours to add to the 15 free hours. 

This means that you can create a 
9.15 a.m. - 3.15 p.m. day OR an 8.00 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


We also have a holiday club that runs 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
in the school holidays 
which you can pay for 
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Not a knight 
to remember! 


O FFICIAL hopes that 
Britain’s very top 
pop and rock stars 
would perform at Horse 
Guards Parade for VE Day 
celebrations are set to be 
dashed. 

Unless there is a last minute 
change of plan, the knights of 
the rock table will not be appear¬ 
ing at the Saturday night event 
which will cost £147 for a fam¬ 
ily of four. 

The British Legion says that 
the celebration concert will be 
“one of the highlights of the 
year”. 

But Britain’s rock knights - Sir 
Paul McCartney, Sir Elton John, 
Sir Mick Jagger and Sir Cliff 
Richard - are not on the bill. Nor 
are any of the premier younger 
stars such as Adele, Rhianna, 
One Direction or Ed Sheeran. 

Instead, the B-list line-up for 
the VE Day 70 “A Party To Re¬ 
member” is now announced to 
be: Alexander Armstrong, 

Katherine Jenkins, Status Quo, 
Alfie Boe, Pixie Lott, Rebecca 
Ferguson, Jamelia, Diversity, 
Gregory Porter, Blue, Bernard 
Cribbins and Dad’s Army’s Ian 
Lavender. 

Sir Paul is preparing for a Eu¬ 
ropean tour, Sir Elton is per¬ 
forming in Texas and Sir Mick is 
also in America rehearsing for 
the US leg of the Rolling Stones 
world tour. Sir Cliff is believed 
to be on holiday in Barbados. 

Three years ago after they per¬ 
formed at the Olympics, 
150,000 people joined a Face- 
book group called “Stop Paul 
McCartney and Elton John Per¬ 
forming At Any More National 
Events”, but this is not thought 
to have influenced their deci¬ 
sion. 

The programme of events to 
mark the 70th anniversary of 
Victory in Europe Day (VE 
Day) is: 

Friday, May 8th A Service of 
Remembrance will be held at 
The Cenotaph, including a na¬ 
tional two minute silence at 3pm 
marking the moment Winston 
Churchill broadcast his historic 
speech formally announcing the 
end of the war. 

The Department for Education 
will be encouraging schools 
across the country to observe the 
two minute silence and to cele¬ 
brate and commemorate in their 
own way - for example, by 
reading out Churchill’s historic 
speech, holding special VE Day- 
themed assemblies or organising 
tea parties. In the evening a 
chain of over 100 beacons will 
be lit across the UK. 

Saturday, May 9th: At 11am 
cathedrals and churches across 
the capital will ring their bells in 
celebration. The televised 
1940s-themed concert held at 


by Geoff Baker 

Horse Guards Parade on Satur¬ 
day night will be broadcast on 
BBC1. 

Sunday, May 10th: A Service 
of Thanksgiving at Westminster 
Abbey, attended by The Queen 
and The Duke of Edinburgh, 
The Prince of Wales and The 
Duchess of Cornwall, members 
of The Royal Family, and up to 
1,000 veterans and their fami¬ 
lies. Representatives of Allied 
Nations and Commonwealth 
countries who fought alongside 
Britain in the conflict will also 
attend. 

Afterwards, a parade of over 
2,000 Service personnel, veter¬ 
ans and their guests will march 
from Westminster Abbey to 
Horse Guards Parade, passing 


the balcony in Whitehall where 
Winston Churchill appeared be¬ 
fore the crowds on VE Day after 
his famous speech to mark Vic¬ 
tory in Europe. The service and 
parade will be broadcast on 
BBC One. 

The world-famous Red Arrows 
will make a flypast over Central 
London, following a flypast of 
historic aircraft from the Royal 
Air Force - including the Lan¬ 
caster, Spitfire and Hurricane 
aircraft of the famous Battle of 
Britain Memorial Flight. 

Afterwards, veterans who have 
taken part in the service and pa¬ 
rade will be invited to a recep¬ 
tion in St James’s Park hosted by 
The Royal British Legion. There 
will also be public entertainment 
in the park over the afternoon 
and a display of 1940s vehicles. 





london 
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Kensington Mums Fit Club 

Every Saturday, 10.30am - 11.30am 
Kensington Gardens 

Monthly Historical Tours 

Wed 6 May, Sun 10 May, Sun 17 May*, Tue 19 
May, Sun 24 May, 

2pm/*12.15pm 

Learn the secrets of Fulham Palace on this 
Historical Tour through the grounds and pub¬ 
lic rooms of the Palace. £5 per person, ac¬ 
companied children free, no booking 
necessary, meet in the Museum. 

VE70 Celebrations 

Friday, May 8th 2015 will mark the 70th an¬ 
niversary of VE Day (Victory in Europe Day). 
Alongside a number of events taking place in 
Westminster across the weekend (May 8-10), 
Westminster City Council will also be helping 
local communities to celebrate this landmark 
occasion with street parties across the week¬ 
end, as they did in 1945. 

The council has produced some guidance 
which will help you plan your event, give you 
some fun ideas and make your event a day to 
remember. 

Email: speciale@westminster.gov.uk 
Telephone: 0207 641 2390 

Opera Lyrica - 
Verdi's La Traviata 

7.30pm, 8th & 9th May and 2pm, 10th May 
2015.20th Century Theatre, 291 Westbourne 
Grove, W11 2QA 
Website: www.operalyrica.co.uk 
In conjunction with the Notting Hill Mayfest, 
Opera Lyrica's up-and-coming singers and 
players will be presenting a summer season 
of classic opera, the first of which is Verdi's La 
Traviata. Conducted by Matthew Waldren, di¬ 
rected by Paola Cuffolo and produced by 
Nicholas Simpson.Tickets are priced at £8- 
£35 and can be booked online, free for 
under-16s. 

Opera Lyrica - Mozart's 
Cosi FanTutte 

2pm, 9th May and 7pm, 10th & 11 th May 
2015.20th Century Theatre, 291 Westbourne 
Grove, W11 2QA 
Website: www.operalyrica.co.uk 
Continuing with Opera Lyrica's season, their 
performance of Cosi FanTutte is conducted 
by William Cole, directed by Paola Cuffolo 
and produced by Nicholas Simpson. 

Tickets are priced at £8-£35 and can be 
booked online, free for under-16s. 

Fulham Brass Band 


in Concert 

Sunday, May 10th 2015 at 3 pm, St Ethel- 
dreda’s Church, Fulham Palace Road, 
SW 6 .T 0 celebrate the 70th Anniversary of 
VE Day this well know Fulham band will 
be playing an eclectic programme of 
music from the classics, film and theatre 
with solo performances by their award 
winning principal players. Proceeds will be 
shared between Help for Heroes and the 
St Clement's Church Extension Appeal. 
Advanced tickets £8.80 inc booking fee 
from www.WeGotTickets.com or £10 on 
the door. 

Spring Boutique 

10.30am - 4pm, Sunday, May 10th 2015 
Kensington Aldridge Academy, Silchester 
Road, W10. Website: 

www.parkinsons.org.uk/springboutique An 
exclusive pop-up market in aid of Parkinson's 
UK, the Spring Boutique will feature an eclec¬ 
tic collection of high quality goods - home- 
ware, arts and crafts, homemade jewellery, 
food and drink and more - so a perfect place 
to treat yourself or pick up a gift. Entry is 
£7.50 for adults (children under 16 go free). 

Covent Garden May Fair 
and Puppet Festival 

Sunday, May 10th 2015. from 11 am. 

40th ANNIVERSARY 

St Paul's Church Garden, Bedford Street, WC2. 

Art Antiques London 

June 12th-18th 2015 
Albert Hall Memorial West Lawn, Kensington 
Gardens, SW7 (opposite the Royal Albert Hall) 
Website: www.haughton.com 
Set in the beautiful parkland of Kensington 
Gardens, the Fair's Pavilion is positioned next 
to the Albert Memorial and opposite the 
Royal College of Art and The Royal Albert 
Hall; it is the first fair to take place on the his¬ 
toric site of the Great Exhibition of 1851. 

Olympia International 
Art & Antiques Fair 

18th-28th June 2015 
Olympia National, Olympia London, Ham¬ 
mersmith Road, W14. Website: www.olympia- 
art-antiques.com 

Over 160 of the world's leading antiques spe¬ 
cialist dealers will be present at the Olympia 
International Art & Antiques Fair, which is 
now in its 43rd year. With pieces ranging 
from £100 to £1 million, the Fair offers the 
most diverse variety of high quality, vetted 
art, antiques and collectors' pieces than any 
other event in London 


This is a FREE listings service for local charitable and 
community organisations. 

Email your listings to: listings@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
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Who’s the most wicked? 


by Nicky Sweetland 

A LL of the big musicals have an army of 
loyal fans but Wicked, unlike any other, 
seems to ignite a certain addiction in some 
of its followers. After winning the This Morning 
Audience award at The Oliviers the show is on a 
high and I wanted to find out what makes it so pop¬ 
ular. 

Wicked, The Untold Story of the Witches of Oz 
has music and lyrics by Stephen Swartz and book 
by Winnie Holzman. The story is told from the per¬ 
spective of the witches of Oz and the plot begins 
before, and continues after, Dorothy's arrival in Oz 
from Kansas. It includes references to the 1939 
film The Wizard Of Oz and tells the story of two 
unlikely friends, Elphaba (the Wicked Witch of the 
West) and Glinda the Good. 

I'm a big fan of the show, having seen it on nine 
occasions, but I am a mere amateur compared to 
some of the Oz devotees. Having heard fans dis¬ 
cussing the number of times they had seen the 
show I wanted to find out why, for some, their lives 
have become devoted to all things Emerald. 

My first superfan is Elbe. I had previously met 
Elbe when we were both part of a choir on The 
West End Women tour which included the most fa¬ 
mous British Elphaba, Kerry Ellis. 

To date, Elbe has watched Wicked 37 times, the 
first being on her 13th birthday back in 2009. 

I asked Ellis what she likes about it. 
"Everything!” was her reply. “The first time I 
went I didn't know any of the performers so I re¬ 
searched them and wanted to see them again. Then 
when the cast changed I wanted to see the new peo¬ 
ple and it just carried on. Now one of the main rea¬ 
sons I like it is the fans. I know that I could go to a 
Saturday afternoon show and there will be people 
I know from Twitter. Most of the best friends I have 
today I met through seeing Wicked." 

Sarah has seen the show 48 times, so what makes 
it different? 

"I love how everyone in the cast brings a new di¬ 
mension to the show,” she said. “I enjoy seeing 
new people in a role and get ridiculously excited if 
an understudy I have not seen before is on. I love 
the colours, the music, the costumes, the humour 
and the fact that every time I see the show I notice 
something new. 

"I live a long way from London so often spend 
most of the night travelling back home after a show 
and then end up going to work having had no sleep. 



SUPERFAN: Jean, right, with Ashleigh Gray 
who is playing the green witch Elphaba on 
the Wicked tour 


I have been known to watch it twice in one day. 

Joann is from Melbourne and is web know by the 
Australian cast. I ask about her Wicked journey. 

"I heard about it back in 2008 when my all time 
favourite singer Anthony Callea was going to be 
playing the role of Boq," she said. 

Joann has followed the tour across the subconti¬ 
nent having already watched it 154 times and with 
another 65 more shows booked, including for the 
last nights in both Brisbane, and Perth. 

Being a fan of Wicked is a bit like following your 
favourite football team or having a favourite movie 
series like Star Wars and the Lord of the Rings. 
Fans will go to great lengths to get hold of rare 
memorabilia and often camp out at the box office 
to see cast changes or the final performances of 
their favourite stars. 

Martin runs one of the many Twitter fan accounts 
for current West End green girl Emma Hatton and 
originally got half price tickets at the booth in 
Leicester Square when neither Blood Brothers or 
Phantom of the Opera was available. 

Having seen the show 75 times in London and 
once on the UK tour, Martin tells me about the 
maddest thing he has done. 

"When I heard that Kerry Ellis would be return¬ 
ing to Wicked in 2014 I made a last minute deci¬ 
sion to camp outside the theatre for front row 
tickets for her first show. As a result I spent 25 
hours on the concrete outside the Apollo Victoria 
without a coat, blankets or a sleeping bag. It was 
midway through act two before I started to get feel¬ 
ing back in my fingers." 

Superfan 

The person I'm crowning as my Wicked superfan, 
however is Jean who runs another fan account on 
Twitter, this time devoted to Ashleigh Gray who is 
currently playing Elphaba in the touring produc¬ 
tion. Jean has seen the show 202 times and with 
more trips booked would have won purely for the 
number of times watching let alone her absolute 
devotion to Munchkinland. 

Jean said: "The audience goes on an amazing 
journey and everyone can relate to at least one of 
the characters. The story is quite touching and you 
are drawn in straightaway. Every actor has their 
own unique portrayal. It can be quite refreshing to 
see a different spin on things. 

I often get asked why have I watched it so many 
times and will I ever get bored of it? The answer is 
no. It is not like a movie where I'm watching the 
same thing over and over again. The buzz and the 
energy that both the audience and the cast feel is 
just incredible.” 

Most fans have their favourite actors from the 
show but I ask Jean what in particular she likes 
about Ashleigh Gray. 

"I have seen 17 different people play Elphaba and 
my favourite is Ashleigh Gray. 

I absolutely adore her voice. I remember watch¬ 
ing her for the first time and she literally blew me 
away. Through her portrayal of Elphaba and her 
voice I could feel the passion and love she has for 
performing and was deeply touched and inspired 
by this. 

She is also incredibly kind and humble at the 
stage door, which is the icing on the cake." 

• Wicked is playing at London's Apollo Victoria 
and is also on a nationwide tour. 


Tommy goes back to the stage 


ALMOST 20 years after its last UK produc¬ 
tion, The Who's Tommy is set to return this 
summer, marking the 40th anniversary of 
the original film. 

Based on the 1969 double-album rock 
opera, which later became a film of the 
same title, the production will also mark the 
50th anniversary of one of the most influ¬ 
ential rock bands of the 20th century and is 
set to see The Who reaching out to a new 
generation of fans. 

The Greenwich Theatre will play host to 
Tommy, a story about a boy who after suf¬ 
fering a traumatic childhood finds he has an 
exceptional aptitude for playing pinball. 


Deaf, dumb and blind. Tommy triumphs 
over his misfortunes and is set on a path to 
international stardom. 

The five-time Tony Award, and three-time 
Olivier Award winning musical was trans¬ 
lated to the stage by director Des McAnuff 
(Jersey Boys) and The Who's Pete Townsend 
and also inspired Data East's creation of a 
pinball machine called The Who's Tommy 
Pinball Wizard, which used music, sound ef¬ 
fects, and artwork based on the original 
Broadway production. 

Tommy will run at the Greenwich Theatre 
from July 29th to August 23rd with casting 
still to be announced. 



KILLIAN Donelly and Matt 
Henry will star in Kinky Boots 


London gets Kinky in August 


CASTING has been announced 
for one of the most hotly antici¬ 
pated West End transfers this 
year. 

Kinky Boots will open at The 
Adelphi Theatre in August with 
the Commitments and Memphis 
star Killian Donelly taking on 
the lead role of Charlie, along¬ 
side Matt Henry as Soho drag 
queen, Lola. 

Based on the 2005 British- 
American film of the same 
name, Kinky Boots the musical 


stormed onto Broadway in 
2013, winning an armful of 
Tony awards on its way, includ¬ 
ing Best New Musical and Best 
Score for the creator and singer 
songwriter Cyndi Lauper. 

It tells the story of an English 
Midlands shoe factory. Charlie 
Price, a wannabe London high 
flyer inherits, to his dismay, his 
father’s beloved bootmaking 
business and feels he needs to 
salvage the company. With the 
help of a Soho drag queen, 


Charlie aims to revolutionise the 
face of cross gender footwear. 

During its Broadway run and 
subsequent American tour the 
show grossed just over $135 
million. 

Written by Harvey Fierstein 
with other cast members includ¬ 
ing Amy Lennox as Lauren, 
Amy Ross as Nicola, Jamie 
Baughan as Don and Michael 
Hobbs as George, this is likely 
to be the town's hot ticket later 
this year. 



LANDLORDS!!! 

✓ Guaranteed rent ✓ All London areas 
✓ NO setup fees, NO hidden fees 
✓ NO administration fees 
✓ Fixed price contract ✓ 0% Commission 

£300.00 Cash Back 

Studio - £800.00* 

1 Bedroom - £950.00* 

2 Bedroom - £1200.00* 

3 Bedroom - £1400.00* 

4 Bedroom - £1600.00* 


CALL NOW for a free no obligation appraisal 
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Our new Streatham office is now open! 

Contact the local property experts for a free sales or lettings valuation 
and for a limited time take advantage of our fantastic introductory offer. 


Streatham Office 

4 Streatham High Road, London SW16 1DB 

020 8768 6373 

streatham@acorn.ltd.uk 


acorn.ltd.uk 

# acorn 


The Acorn Group, incorporating: 

4 acorn 


John Payne (unique) 


OnTheMarketc 
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Articles for Sale 


IKEA Ektorp series 3 seater sofa bed blue 
cover £150 

IKEA Liatorp series bookcase tall with glass 
doors £100 

Mahogany dinner table (folding sides) £200 
Mahogany King size bed and mattress with 
wooden bedstead £100 
IKEA Henriksdal series 4 dinner table chairs 
suede light beige cover £80 
John Lewis Loft desk £100 
All above as new. 

TV Sony Bravia KDL-46x2000 £200 
Call George: 

02076309464 / 07956838572 


Bargain Buys 


IKEA “EKTORP” 2 SEATER 
SOFA £60 as new. IKEA 
“Liatorp” series coffee table £50 
and same series side table 
£30.As new. Mahogany side 
wall long table mahogany 
£50.As new. Vacuum cleaner 
BISSELL cylinder £15. ELEC¬ 
TROLUX Powerlite 1800W vac¬ 
uum cleaner £30. Sharp 
microwave oven R-26STM 
800W £50. DUALIT 4 slices 
toaster £50. FLOOR LAMPS (2) 
£20 the pair. Tel: 07956 838 572 

ALL ITEMS BRAND NEW AND 
BOXED Davina Folding 
Magnetic Exercise Bike, new 
£119.99. £00 ono. George 
Foreman, 4 portion family grill, 
new £89.99. £50. Toasted, 2 
slice £20. Vivitar Camera FI 28, 
new £24.99 £15. 020 8741 1966 
/ 07930 616 323 

FOLD OUT BED formed from 3 
covered, hard foam cushions 
80cms sq & 20cms deep, zips 
together and folds into cube 
with brown vinyl cover. Great for 
overnight stay, good condition. 
Was £150, Cost £40. Tel: 07715 
962 691 

PHILIPS VIVA HR1864 JUICER 

£35 less than 1 year old, plus 3 
years paid for guarantee. Can 
be replaced at Argos until April 
2017. Send email for pic pim- 
licogerry@gmail.com. Tel: 020 
7834 3572 


PHILIPS VIVA HR1864 JUICER 

£35 less than 1 year old, plus 3 
years paid for guarantee. Can 
be replaced at Argos until April 
2017. Send email for pic pim- 
licogerry@gmail.com. Tel: 020 
7834 3572 

COFFEE TABLE 60 s style 
white melanine with floral 
design, wood & metal base and 
legs 117 & 38cm x 35cm high. 
Excellent condition. Tel: 07715 
962 691 

BLACK & DECKER WALLPA¬ 
PER STRIPPER BD1200, used 
very little instruction, manual, 
included £12 ono. Tel: 07404 
252 523 

HUMIDIFIER BIONAIRE 

BWM5075, used very little, 
instruction manual included £30 
ono. Tel: 07404 252 523 

QUALITY FURNITURE FOR 
SALE sofas, table and chairs, 
shelves of drawers. Contact me 
on 07534 693 518 

A LOT OF GLASSWARE, 
CROCKERY purses, a lot of 
books and teddy bears, some 
clothes. Tel: 020 8847 5812. 

LADIES WOOL & CASHMERE 
COAT camel colour, size 14, 
nearly new £20 ono. 020 7723 
9244 


PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 



LADIES BICYCLE very good 
condition, recently services £40 
ono. Sidcup area. 020 8850 
7635 



BEAUTIFUL SANDERSON 
FLORAL CURTAINS 1 pair cur¬ 
tains fits 10' windows x 84" 
drop plus 1 curtain fits 4' win¬ 
dow x 84" drop interlined pinch 
pleat including brass poles £80 
the lot. Tel: 020 8642 5336 



501 DAYS OUT FOR KIDS IN 
THE UK & IRELAND Hardcover 
Book with hundreds of ideas as 
to what to do with the kids. 
BNIB, Brand new, mint condi¬ 
tion, boxed. Could post. £8. Tel. 
020 8670 7909 

GUIDE TO BETTER DUPLI¬ 
CATE BRIDGE Ron Klinger, 
Really Easy Defence, both are 
bridge books, new unwanted 
present. £8 and £6. Tel: 020 
8857 8060 



Chalet holiday home for sale 

seaside location Camber Sands 
needs some refurbishment 
works completing price reflects 
this! Real bargain on a 4* sea¬ 
side holiday park. Call Charlotte 
for more info 07446 111 787 

Cheap static caravan sited on 
Camber Sands 4* seaside park 
open 12 months. 3 bedroom 
spacious holiday home in excel¬ 
lent condition site fees for 2015 
are FREE call Charlotte 07446 
111 787 



MODEL RAILWAY CON¬ 
STRUCTION and model railway 
magazines ranging from 1961- 
1970, 37 copies £12. DENBY 
STONEWARE 8 1/2", 

BURLINGTON BLACK SKITTLE 
SHAPED JAR £24 ono, Clown 
Pelham Puppet (in box) £20. Tel: 
020 8850 1441 

VALVE RADIO 1940 Phillips, 
small brown Bakerlite model. 
Good condition and working 
order. £35. 01932 355 179 



ADJUSTABLE WALKING SUP¬ 
PORT TETRAPOD STICK 

maximum user weight 20st. 
Can deliver locally price £15, 
new £28. 020 8698 0357 

WANTED - FAST MOBILITY 
SCOOTER good condition, 
long mileage ration. Must deliv¬ 
er. Tel: 020 7064 0949 



VACUUM CLEANER Electrolux 
Contour 1000 watts, working in 
good conditions, any offer, vac¬ 
uum cleaner, neumatic interna¬ 
tional 230-240v, 1100 w maxim, 
850 w, minimum working in 
good condition, any offer. Tel: 
020 7733 1836 & 07877 818 
162 

DYSON UPRIGHT VACUUM 
CLEANERS cylinder cleaner, 
bagless, serviced, £35 each, 
now like new. Demonstrated 
working. Tel: 020 8692 8449. 
Could arrange delivery. 

VAX POWER & PET VACUMM 
CLEANEr 2300 watts, antibac¬ 
terial, turbo tool 5lt capacity. 
Tel. 20 8412 0192 



WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £16, VHS Sony VCR 
SLV-E220 RMTV2070E remote 
inc. £17. Bush VCR903 inc 
remote £17 220 240V-50HZ 
VCR 903. Tel: 020 8670 4682 

PHILIPS VIVA HR1864 JUICER 

£35 less than 1 year old, plus 3 
years paid for guarantee. Can 
be replaced at Argos until April 
2017. Send email for pic pim- 
licogerry@gmail.com. Tel: 020 
7834 3572 


THREE PIECE SUITE leather, 
colour maroon, two armchairs, 
one two seater settee, very 
good condition £99. Tel: 020 
8859 0975 

LAST CHANCE 3 SEATER 
SOFA sand colour, as new only 
£50. Small table & 2 chairs, 
metal £20. Tel: 020 7733 0623 
Brixton 

SMALL TABLE AND TWO 
CHAIRS metal frame wood 
seat, as new £20. Tel: 020 7733 
0623 Brixton 



LADIES black satin jacket for 
evening wear & special occa¬ 
sions, 3/4 length sleeves, round 
neckline and zip up front, brand 
new, size 10, folds on front of 
jacket. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

BENETTON TWO PIECE SET 

cardigan style top with corded 
short skirt, olive green with flow¬ 
ers pattern, s/m, brand new £20 
(set). Brand new. 020 8682 0771 

LADIES TOP gold, silk, v neck¬ 
line with elaborate beading, 
round neckline sleeveless, 
brand new, Principles, size 16, 
£15. Tel. 020 8682 0771 

LADIES blue velvet jacket, with 
buttons on front, lovely colour, 
detail on sleevs, a beautiful 
jacket size 16 £20. Tel: 020 
8682 0771 

WHISTLES light green cardi¬ 
gan, very pretty, 2 pockets, 
small size, amazing bargain £5. 
Tel: 020 8670 6394 


FLYMO HOVER MOWER 360 
ELECTRIC with built in grass 
box in manufacturers, box 
demonstrated working 2015 
model, unwanted gift. Accept 
£75. Tel: 020 8692 8449. Could 
arrange delivery. 



REEBOK EXERCISE BIKE 

£99.00, Dumbell with over 15kg 
weights (cast iron). £25, sit-up 
bench £15.00. Tel: 07745 641 
970 



MEN'S GOLD WATCH strap 
black, square face with dia¬ 
mond, seldom worn £25. 020 
7733 0623 


CAMEL DUFFLE JACKET new 

Damart, size 12, another amaz¬ 
ing bargain. £15. Tel: 020 8670 
6394 

LADIES multi-coloured top, 
beige/pink, long length, short 
sleeves, size 24, attractive style, 
new £10. Tel: 020 8682 0771 


LADIES long length, black satin 
skirt, size 14, brand New Look 
£6.00. Tel: 020 8682 0771 



SUN LOUNGER FOLDING 
WITH DRINKS TRAY expen¬ 
sive, heavy duty white plastic, 
two wheels accept £25 with free 
new folding chair with arm 
rests. Could arrange delivery. 
Tel: 020 8692 8449 



PHILIPS AVENT MANUAL 
NATURAL BREAST PUMP 

BPA Free, used twice thus mint 
condition complete with 125ml 
bottle with adapter ring, stand, 
newborn teat travel pack, seal¬ 
ing disc (for milk storage), 1 
spare valve all in original pack¬ 
aging with instructions. From 
smoke and pet free home £15. 
Tel. 020 8670 7909 

BABYSTART PREMIUM 
PUSHCHAIR All extras, rain- 
cover, Cosytoes shopping bas¬ 
ket. Exc. condition £20. Tel: 020 
8853 2899 

MOTHERCARE MY4 black 
pram with raincover £20. Tel: 
020 8851 8172 



VANMERLIN 


Spiritual 

Councillor 

Tarot readings 
& healings 

Accurate advice 
and guidance 

07426 001 375 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

cm 

020 0168 4920 
or 

020 8168 4922 



GCSE's & 
A-Level Tuition 

(in West Ealing) 

Maths and Sciences 


s ^a! 


Excellence 

CADEMY 


02088100387/077 93146153 



English Lessons 

fully qualified + experienced 
teacher in your home 
Cambridge exams / IELTS 
conversation / writing 
improve your English! 

£45 per hour 
david@eltlondon.com 

07843 770386 


What's On 



London 



WEEKLY 

ews 




7 




I 


J 




To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . CLASSIFICATION 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. 
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Building 


Cleaning 


Specialists in 

South East • Roofinq •Buildinq •Home 

r? General Property Maintenance Ltd „ . 

Free no obligation quote. lm P r0 ' ,emen,s • Fencing • 

Southeastmaintenance@outlook.com Plastering • Rubbish/House 

07824118659 Clearances etc. 




TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CM! 

020 8168 4920 

020 8768 4922 


TREACY BUILDING 
SERVICES 

• Plumbing • Carpentry • Plastering 
• Wiring • Bricklaying • Painting 

• Decorating • Supply / Fitting new 

Kitchens / Bathrooms 

All roofing repairs & new roofs 

All work guaranteed! 

Over 25 years exp. No job too small! 
Cheapest prices in all of London 

Tel Des 07424 606 624 


Building Repairs/Alterations 

L_ A 



Loft Conversion Specialists 


Are you considering a loft conversion to give 
your family extra space for a Bedroom, 
bathroom or study? 

As your family begin to outgrow your home a 
loft conversion may be the answer to give you 
that extra space, eliminate the cost & upheaval 
of moving & at the same time increasing the 
value of your home by about 20% 

Why not contact us to arrange a free estimate 
31A Green Lane, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 6AG 
Free phone 0800 612 9414 
Office: 020 8295 4508 
www.liveinlofts.co.uk 
Email: liveinlofts@btconnect.com 
subsidiary of S.E. One Builders Ltd. 
Company Reg. 08215424 


Chinese Builder 

Roofing, Brickwork, 
Plastering, Electrics, 
Carpentry, Kitchens, 
Interior Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop Fitting, 
Decorating and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 

No Job Too Big Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 


Cleaning 



CARPET 

CLEANING 


Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 


0 QtANNCIUM 

First Choice for cleaning 

• Domestic cleaning • Daily, weekly, one-off spring cleaning 

• End of tenancy cleaning • Office and commercial cleaning 
• After building cleaning • Residential and common area 

• Gardening • Ironing, laundry, dry cleaning 


Professional, reliable, vetted and insured cleaners. Excellent rates. Outstanding value. 

020 8452 2900 www.cleaningteamservices.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 0768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 


SHARMAE POWER 
CLEANING 

Mould Removal Specialist 
Moss Removal on Roofs or 
Driveways 

Painting and Decorating Services 



A 


07768 242 485 
0753 973 3875 




EC/' § cSK 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


DBZ Electronics 

TV, VIDEO & HI FI 

REPAIRS & SERVICES 
FREE QUOTE 

Call SAM 

020 3674 0508 
07909 660 114 

TV, LCD, PLASMA, DVD 
HIFI, HOME CINEMA 
SYSTEMS & COMPUTERS 


AJB ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


AFFORDABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

$ 

We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 0760 4920 
020 8768 4922 


Glass & Glazing 


I For a free no obligation quote 
A Please call our free phone 

number: 0800 3899250 

24/7 emergency glazing & boarding non 
emergency work undertaken. 1st call glazing Ltd 
offer a wide range of services: 

Shop Fronts + Lead Light Specialists 
Double Glazed Units Mirrors 
* Safety Glass & Toughened Glass 


Handy Man 


HANDYMAN 

Do all sorts of carpentry, plumbing, electrical, painting, 
decorating, fitting, fixing, assembling, hanging and other 
specialised and general handyman jobs! 

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 
FREE ESTIMATE 
PLEASE CALL PITER: 

07826 544 067*07878 078 867 


House Clearance 


MU HOUSE 
].m CLEARANCE 

IBH Carried out professionally & sympathetically. 


Your items will fund the fight against heart disease. 

Freephone 0808 250 0078* or book 
online at bhf.org.uk/house 

FIGHT 

FOR EVERY ‘Charges from mobiles may vary. 

HEARTBEAT © British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England 

bhf.org.uk and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 



AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 



Interior Designer and 
Project manager service 

based in central London 

Personal service ranges from space 
planning, clutter clearing to 
planning submissions, and project 
management skills. Design experience 
in commercial, residential and retail, 
exhibition, and furniture design, and 
styling, or finding objet d'art. 
Trustworthy and reliable, and efficient. 
Please contact Charlotte on 
0789 4664112 or 
0207 383 4937 

or email charlie@cjdesign.uk.com 



Plastering, Carpentry, 
Painting and Paperhanging, 
Building Repairs 


Call Bernard , 

07874 337 964 



Plumbing & Heating 


PLUMBING AND 



HEATING SERVICES 

Putting your home in 


sa fe hands 


FREEPHONE 

0800 779 7716 

MOBILE 

07953 137 416 

www.skjlimited.com 

info@skjlimited.com 

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 


SKJ Engineering provide a comprehensive Gas and Heating, 
Plumbing, Drainage and Electrical service 24 hours a day! 

Fully qualified and experienced engineers. 

Competitive prices while maintaining a high standard of 
workmanship. All work is guaranteed. 


D 


BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

Tel: 0203 397 9532 
www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk 




Clickbookfix 

Plumbing and 
Electrical Company 

Lowest hourly rates 
in London £39 
Gas Safe Plumbers 
Large & Small works 
All work guaranteed 
clickbookfix.com 
020 35141475 

Why pay more? 


PLUMBING 
HEATING & 
BLOCKAGES 

Small jobs - boiler 
changes 

Full heating systems etc 
Gas safe: 216739 
Call Danny 

07958 409 998 


TUBBS 

PLUMBING 

Reliable Husband 
& Wife Team 
Cheap Rates!! 

No Job too small 
No call out charge! 
020 8695 9165 
07768 512 240 


'STEVENS & SONS' 

Plumbing & Heating 
Gas Engineers 

Family run business, Est 1961 
All plumbing & heating work 
undertaken 
Free Estimates 
Emergency Services , 
Available 24/7 4 

l 07982 909 405 J 


Roofing & Guttering 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
• Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 


SOUTHERN ROOFING 

07811 449 737 I 020 8764 4747 

Flat Roof Specialists 

New Roofs, Roof Repairs, UPVc, Guttering & Fascias 
All Types of Lead Work and Chimneys ■ Free Estimates 

davidbraker@hotmail.co.uk 


Skvlto/Mtish Removal 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


I ALLAWAY I 

| RUBBISH CLEARANCE \ 
, ALL AREAS , 
1 FULLY LICENSED 

\ 020 3723 7525 | 
07983 973 356 

1 We will beat any 1 
quote! 


SOLS 

REMOVALS 

Reliable Friendly Service 
House and Office Moved 
House Clearance 
Furnitures Bought 

Tel: 07521 463 390 


Storage & Removals 


ONE 

L 

STOP 

II & > 



Highly secure storage facility 
with mailbox hire & packaging supplies 


MEGA CHEAP 
MAN & VAN 

£25 P/H 

Extra men £10 P/H - P/M 
Single items from £20 
Reliable, trustworthy 
and friendly. 

Call 07943 120 694 
megacheap@hotmail.com 

www.megacheap.biz 

**min booking of 2 hours** 



1st Call Washing 
Machine Repairs 

Same day repair 

All work guaranteed 
Fast, Friendly Service 
All London 
area’s covered 

Call us now 
020 8776 5349 
07962 370 250 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and budgets 
Office & home clearance 
Public liability insurance 

Please call 

07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 




AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


VERY GOOD 
CLEANER REQ 

For flat in SE6 
Alternate Saturdays PM 
£11 P/H 

Spanish or Portugese 
desirable 

isabel@spandoc.com 


m 

11 

MM 

GALL 

020 

8768 


or 

020 

8768 

4924 


The London Nautical School 

61 Stamford Street, Waterloo, London SE1 9NA 
Tel: 020 7928 6801 Fax: 020 7261 9408 
Headteacher: Mr Hyder Dastagir 


Learning Support Assistants 

Scale3, Spine Point 14-17: £19,644-£20,775 prorata 

Starting September 2015 (1 year fixed term in the first instance) 

We are looking to appoint able, highly motivated, enthusiastic and 
innovative Learning Support Assistants to join a supportive, passionate 
and dedicated team of professionals. 

Our vision is based around ‘Achievement For All’ and we are, therefore, 
looking for candidates who are committed to securing high standards 
and raising academic attainment for all students who have special 
educational needs. As an LSA you will lead on the development of 
students’ literacy and communication skills and contribute to the 
supportive environment that we aim to provide through support in the 
mainstream classroom. 

The main responsibilities of the role will be to support those students 
who have been identified as having Special Educational Needs, or those 
with English as an Additional Language. As an LSA you will support 
those identified students in the mainstream classroom under the 
direction of the SENCO, Classroom Teacher or HLTA. 

Applications are invited from those with good interpersonal skills and 
experience in dealing with young people. Previous experience of working 
in schools is not a necessary requirement. 

To obtain an application pack, visit our website www.lns.org.uk. 
Alternatively, contact Karen Powell, School Business Manager, 
on 0207 620 2921 or email recruitment@nautical.lambeth.sch.uk. 
Then please email your completed application form to 
recruitment@nautical.lambeth.sch.uk or post it to Karen Powell, 
School Business Manager, The London Nautical School, 

61 Stamford Street, London SE1 9NA. 

Closing date: 4pm Thursday 21st May 2015. Interviews: Friday 5th June. 

Successful candidates will be asked to apply for a Disclosure & Barring Service 
Enhanced Disclosure. Further information about the disclosure can be found at 
www.homeoffice.gov.uk/dbs and in the recruitment pack. 


Lambeth is committed to Safer Recruitment and 
aims for quality services and equal opportunities for all. 

www.lambeth.gov.uk 


Lambeth 



If you baliavA tiiut *onu*tlitii£ 
luni.x urut«< or iiitrUNiu* Kim Iimmii 
pvibli-whmi about you. lh«<n you 
cun come to the Preen Complaints 
Commission for help. Well listen 
Co your concerns and deal nlth 
your compliant at no coat. 

Tll«« PCC U tlui indMfHibduUt 
mm I f- rag’ll latLory tiu]) for Ui» DK 
n»wit|is|M«nftBd mitfpueittM industry 
We enforce a Coda of Pmrtice 
and work to raise standards in 
the press We offer a service that 
La fast, free and fair. 

W« urn alseo luSviaa on ctmcenui 
about material that lnum't yet 
Iw^tl |illti1iM)iM«l. ill* If yilll’n* feel i tij; 
harvuuMsd by Journalists For 
emerj:enci«e. we cun be contacted 
at any time of the day or night. 

Call Ufi 011 0845 800 2767 or Tlfllt 
www.pcc.org.uk to find out more about 
Diet PCC and hue ww can Imtp you. 


THE PCC: WE 
WILL LISTEN TO 
YOUR CONCERNS 

• mitt COm^lainis commission » 



VACANCIES 


FILL FASTER 
with an advert in the 
Tel: 020 8768 4923 


Media Sales Executive 

South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 

AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN 
TO JOIN OUR BUSY SALES TEAM. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 

To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period), Fully expensed company car. On-going training, 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

Karen on 020 8768 4903 or 
karen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 



The Keys Group is currently recruiting 
in Hounslow for the following role: 

Residential Child Care 
Workers 

(Full time & Part time hours available) 

No experience necessary, however you must be 
committed to working with Children & Young People in a 
Residential setting. 

In return we offer a competitive salary with an excellent 
benefits package and ongoing Training & Development. 
To apply or for more information contact Janelle: 
janellerussell@bettercare.co.uk 
[Closing date 29th May @ 4pm] 

*Due to OFSTED Regulations all applicants must be a minimum of 
21 years old* 

www.keyschildcare.co.uk 



Busy SW London based timber merchant 
urgently requires an HGV Class 2 driver with 
Hiab certificate, CPC & digi tacho card. 
Salary tbc based on a 45 hour week 
(Monday - Friday). 

Please send your CV to 
nick.smith@tbrewer.co.uk 


or call 020 7720 9494 



St Ursula’s Convent School 
A Humanities College and Teaching School 


Administrator / Cover Supervisor 

Required September 2015 

7.30am -3.30 pm - 5 days per week, 52 weeks a year 
Salary: Scale 4 Spine 21 

We wish to appoint an Administrator /Cover Supervisor to work in our busy school 
office, support students in the classroom and to administer cover lessons. 

We need someone who: 

• Is highly motivated and has high expectations of themselves 

• Is able to work as part of a team 

• Is able to forge partnerships with parents 

• Is able to work under pressure 

You will need to be competent in ICT and Microsoft Packages - Word, Excel 
(Publisher and Power Point desirable) You must also have good levels of literacy 
and numeracy. An understanding of SIMS would be beneficial but not a necessity. 

The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare and safety 
of young people.The Governors follow DFE policy and procedures on safeguarding 
and appointment will be subject to an enhanced DBS check and other 
requirements.St Ursula's Convent School is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 

Closing date for applications - 15 th May 2015 
Further details can be found on the school website (www.stursulas.com) or 
please contact the Head Teacher's PA Mrs Elliott ( eelliott@stursulas.com l 
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Motability 

MINI AND MOTABILITY. THE PERFECT MATCH. 

MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 


ADVANCE PAYMENT* 

CALL STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH MINI ON 020 8318 6868 

LEE TERRACE, BLACKHEATH, SE13 5DL - WWW.SJBLACKHEATHMINI.CO.UK 

Official Fuel Economy Figures for the new MINI Countryman Range: Urban 27.2-60.1 mpg (10.4-4.7 1/100km). Extra Urban 47.9-72.4 mpg (5.9-3.9 l/100km). Combined 37.7-67.3 mpg (7.5-4.2 1/100km). C02 Emissions 175-111 g/km. Fig¬ 
ures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. *The new MINI Countryman is available from £99 Advance Payment under the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Model featured is the new MINI Cooper Countryman. All prices are 
correct at time of going to print for orders placed and accepted between 1st Janand 31st March 2015. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of 
the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will betaken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Terms and con¬ 
ditions apply and are available on request. 






OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 

To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 


Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbrriw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1-4.4 1/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1 mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.81/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km . Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate Flouse, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 




Motability 

• * The leading car scheme for disabled people 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 



t 


R’s are almost 
down and out 


N OT even the most myopic, optimistic 
QPR supporter can visualise 
anything other than relegation from 
the Premier League now. 





surrey ccc 

ROUND-UP 


Saturday’s 2-1 defeat 
at Liverpool leaves R’s 
seven points from safety 
and only a point ahead 
of bottom-placed 
Burnley with three 
matches to play. 

To have any hope of 
retaining their top flight 
status they would need 
to win at Manchester 
City on Saturday and 
take all six points from 
their last two games, 
against Newcastle 
United at Loftus Road 
and at rejuvenated 
Leicester City. 

The Fat Lady is 
warming up, ready to 
burst into song at The 
Etihad, where City - 
desperately pursuing an 
automatic Champions 
League place - will no 
doubt administer the last 
rites on a season 
destined to end in 
despair for all Hoops 
followers who have 
stuck faithfully by their 
outclassed team. 

If they lose at Man 
City, QPR will be down. 

A horrible day, that 
began so sadly with the 
tragic news that Rio 
Ferdinand’s wife 
Rebecca had died, 
ended solemnly at 
Anfield, where QPR’s 
fading survival hopes all 
but perished. 

Leroy Fer briefly gave 
the travelling fans hope 
with 17 minutes left on 
the clock when he 
equalised Coutinho's 
19th-minute opener. 

And R’s might have 


started to believe their 
luck was about to turn 
for the better when 
Robert Green saved 
Gerrard's penalty. 

But it was Gerrard 
who delivered the killer 
blow, heading the 
winner three minutes 
from time. 

On a day that called 
for clear heads, Nedum 
Onuoha was booked for 
needlessly conceding 
the penalty with a tug 
on Skrtel and was then 
shown a second yellow 
card for another brain- 
fade moment when he 
tried to dispatch Ibe into 
the lower tier seating 
with a reckless tackle. 

Monumental 

R’s manager Chris 
Ramsey said: “We have 
got an absolute 
monumental task but we 
came here and played 
against one of the best 
teams in the league and 
did well. 

“Unfortunately for us, 
when we start getting 
into 80 minutes-plus we 
tend to throw points 
away. We have done 
that on numerous 
occasions this season 
and then the 
performances go for 
nothing. 

“That little lapse of 
concentration means we 
haven’t taken anything 
from the game. 

“We have done well 
against the top teams 
but you aren’t at the 
bottom of the table for 


any other reason other 
than those small details 
and that has happened 
too much. 

“The players are 
devastated. The 
disappointment today 
runs very, very deep. 
There’s a very solemn 
feeling in dressing room 
with what happened on 
and off the pitch.” 


Rio heartbreak 

■ DEFEAT at Anfield 
paled into insignificance 
to that of the loss of 
defender Rio Ferdinand, 
whose wife Rebecca 
passed away overnight 
following a short battle 
with cancer. 

The QPR defender, 36, 
released a statement 
saying his “wonderful 
wife and soul mate” 


Rebecca Ellison had 
“passed away peacefully” 
at a London hospital. 

Ms Ellison, 34, who 
married Ferdinand in 
2009, had breast cancer. 

She leaves behind three 
children - Lorenz, nine, 
Tate, six, and four-year-old 
Tia. 

In a statement on QPR’s 
website, Ferdinand said: 
“Rebecca, my wonderful 
wife, passed away 
peacefully after a short 
battle with cancer at the 
Royal Marsden Hospital in 
London. 

“She was a fantastic 
loving mother to our three 
beautiful children. She will 
be missed as a wife, sister, 
aunt, daughter and 
granddaughter. She will 
live on in our memory, as a 
guide and inspiration. 

Rallied around 

“Myself, my parents 
Janice and Julian, along 
with Rebecca’s parents 
Lesley and Stephen, would 
like to thank our families, 
friends and my club 
colleagues who have 
rallied around in these 
desperate days, weeks and 
months.” 

Ferdinand thanked the 
staff who treated his wife 
at the south London 
hospital, adding: “I would 
also like to express my 
gratitude for the 
dedication and expertise of 
the staff led by Professors 
Johnstone and Clark at 
the Royal Marsden. 

“Their valiant efforts to 
prolong Rebecca’s all-too- 
short life will not be 
forgotten.” 

QPR boss Chris Ramsey 
said: “Rio has been a man- 
mountain around the 
place. 

“He’s had the weight of 
the world on his shoulders 
but you wouldn’t know 
that. He’s a fantastic 
professional and conducts 
himself in a terrific 
manner. He’s trained hard, 
he’s not moped around the 
place. 

“Now all our thoughts 
are with him and his 
family.” 

■ CHELSEA and England 
legend Jimmy Greaves, 75, 
was rushed into hospital 
on Sunday after suffering 
a severe stroke. 


SURREY’S 
Championship 
match against Essex 
last week ended in a 
draw after heavy 
rain led to a final- 
day washout at The 
Kia Oval. 

Captain Gareth Batty 
said: “I think we would 
have batted out the game 
for a draw anyway. The 
pitch was getting better 
and better - it was an 
excellent batting surface 
and very hard work for 
the bowlers. 

“Essex (who romped to 
610-8 before declaring in 
their first innings) took 
control of the game on 
the second and third days 
and batted extremely 
well. 


SAM Robson has 
given the England 
selectors food for 
thought after scoring 
178 in a brilliant first 
innings knock on the 
first day of 
Middlesex’s 
Championship game 
against Durham 

The Middlesex opener 
amassed his runs at 
Lord’s as England were 
heading towards a third 
Test defeat by the West 
Indies in Barbados. 

Robson had been 
dropped from the tour by 
ECB selectors, who may 
now have to reconsider 
his international future 
after England were held 
to an embarrassing 1-1 
series draw in the 
Caribbean, where 
Robson’s replacement 
Jonathan Trott struggled 
badly with a string of 
low scores. 

At Lord’s on Saturday, 
Robson’s 178 runs came 
in 364 minutes off 300 


“We didn’t have Jade 
Dernbach to bowl on the 
third day and it was a 
mark of his commitment 
and attitude that he 
actually bowled as many 
overs as he did on day 
two. 

“The scan on his side 
strain has shown up some 
significant damage and, 
sadly, he will be out of 
action for a while. With 
side strains, you have to 
be careful.” 

After two draws, 

Surrey will be hoping for 
better weather and a first 
win of the season in 
Division Two when they 
start their next four-day 
Championship game 
against Leicestershire at 


balls and included 26 
fours, before he was c 
Borthwick b Coughlin. 

Last week, centuries 
from captain Adam 
Voges and New Zealand 
all-rounder James 
Franklin saw Middlesex 
chase down 402 to seal a 
thrilling five-wicket win 
at Somerset. 

Coming in at 45-2 with 
another 357 needed, the 
Australia Test hopeful 
shared a key fourth- 
wicket stand of 200 with 
Franklin, who ended 115 
not out. 

Voges was eventually 
caught behind by Alex 
Barrow off Tim 
Groenewald for 132 with 
only 65 more required. 

Franklin and John 
Simpson then got them 
home with seven balls to 
spare. 

Middlesex resume 
action on Sunday, when 
they visit Hove to face 
Sussex in the 
Championship. 





K»A) 

OUT: Jade Dernbach 

Young Blues 
retain trophy 

■ CHELSEA Under-18s 
retained the FA Youth 
Cup, winning their 
fourth final in six 
seasons with a 5-2 
aggregate victory over 
Manchester City. 

With a 3-1 first-leg 
advantage coming into 
the return at Stamford 
Bridge, the young Blues 
came from behind to win 
2-1 on the night courtesy 
of goals from Izzy Brown 
and Tammy Abraham. 

Speaking to the official 
Chelsea website after the 
game, U18s manager Joe 
Edwards said: “I’m 
delighted and extremely 
proud of the players. 

Two best teams 

“It was always going to 
be a high-level game 
between Chelsea and Man 
City, the two best teams 
in academy football, and 
while the first leg result 
was good it did almost tee 
City up to come at us and 
attack from the start. 

“They got the first goal 
on the night but we had a 
strong, quick reaction and 
then managed the game in 
the second half. It was a 
mature, professional 
performance.” 

The FA Youth Cup 
triumph adds to a period 
of success in the 
competition not seen 
since Manchester 
United’s Busby Babes 
won it five years in a row 
in the 1950s. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Thursday, May 7 

CHELSEA U21 v Liverpool U21,7.05. 

Friday, May 8 

Tottenham Hotspur U21 v FULHAM U21,7.00. 
Saturday, May 9 

FULHAM U18 v Arsenal U18,11.00. 

CHELSEA U18 v Manchester City U18,1.30. 
Sunday, May 10 
Manchester City v QPR, 1.30. 

CHELSEA v Liverpool, 4.00. 

Monday, May 11 

Sunderland U21 v CHELSEA U21,7.00. 


The Oval on Sunday. 



MIDDLESEX CCC 
ROUND-UP 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 



SCOTT Parker looks set for another year at Fulham 


Parker is 

F ULHAM manager Kit Symons has 
confirmed that Scott Parker will be 
staying at Craven Cottage, despite a 
summer that promises many changes. 

Symons said: "Scotty has another year on his contract, 
so he'll be here. He's been one of our better performers 
over the course of the season. He's a very good player, a 
talismanic type of player who has a lot to offer." 

Former England international Parker is the most 
experienced player in the squad but the reality is he will 
be 35 soon after the start of next season and it's 
questionable how much longer his ageing legs will carry 
him through the rough and tumble of another season in 
the second tier. 


set to stay 

Never a creator, Parker built his reputation with 
Charlton, Chelsea, Newcastle, West Ham and Spurs as a 
combative central midfield ball-winner with a limited 
passing range. He has managed just three goals and 
three assists in 41 games this season. 

Asked if any of the Fulham players on show in the 4-2 
defeat at Norwich City on Saturday had played their last 
game for Whites, Symons replied: "Quite possibly. We've 
got a few boys out of contract and a few loan players. It 
will be a busy summer. We need to start the work straight 
away to move the club forward." 

Symons was also quizzed on the futures of goalkeeper 
Marcus Bettinelli and 18-year-old Kingston-upon- 
Thames-born forward Patrick Roberts, who have been 


linked in the media with moves away from SW6. 

"We can keep both of them, for sure, and that's what 
we plan on doing. They've developed at this football 
club and they'll continue to develop here. It's a good 
place for young players to be. We want to keep hold of 
all our best young players." 

Fulham fans were expecting more than a final 
disappointing 17th-placed finish, only 11 points above 
the bottom three that went down into League One. 

"We need to learn from the mistakes that we made 
this season, regroup and rebuild,"added Symons. 

"Taking over with one point from the first 21 was 
always going to be tough and it was. I was under no 
illusions when I took the job on but we managed to 
fight and scrap and keep our Championship status, 
which was vital for this club. 

"There will definitely be new players coming in. The 
chairman has always been very supportive and will do 
the right thing for the club. There will be quite a few 
comings and goings, more than half a dozen." 
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Champs! 

W ATCHING John Terry • By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
jumping up and down on the sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 



HAPPY DAYS: Sunday's match-winner Eden Hazard leads the celebrations in front of jubilant fans 


pitch and crying like a baby 
can mean just one thing - he had just 


the best years of their 
careers. 

“This is completely 
different. The Premier 
League and Chelsea are 
different and my team is 
one where so many 
players win the league for 
the first time. Which is 
something they have had 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



. Mourinho was in reflective mood, noting the 

skippered hlS beloved Blues to yet achievement, berating his detractors and confirming to learn to do - so happy and proud for them.” “Some pundits have said it was an easy league to 
another Premier League title. that he is willing to do it all again next season. While PFA Pla >' er of the Year Eden Hazard gets win,” Mourinho countered. “It's easy to be a pundit. 

In a season masterminded by the incomparable Jose What did it mean to oversee another league title? most °f th e plaudits, Mourinho refuses to single out They don t lose and win every game. It s a fantastic 
Mourinho, Terry had just seen his side grab the three “It means when you work so hard and are individuals for praise. “All the players are the same,” job. Maybe in 10 years’time I will do it. Then I will 
points required against Crystal Palace to ensure they champions, you deserve it,” he said. he su gg ested - “Hazard is special and did fantastic win every game. Now as a manager I lose some games 

could not be overtaken by the chasing pack. “That good feeling, it’s special for me. I am not the thing 8 por us hut so did everyone else. I can look back and it s a much more difficult job. 

With three games yet to play, the boys from SW6 smartest guy who chooses to manage a club in a and see s0 man >! important moments when the team, “We have three matches to go and must show the 


have regained the championship - their fourth in 10 country where it’s easy to win the title. I have chosen 
years - after a five-year absence. England, the most difficult one in Europe. 

Mourinho has now won eight league titles in four “I chose a club where I was happy before and in my 
different countries - Portugal, Italy, Spain and country we say: ‘Don't go back to a place where you 
England. were happy, as you risk that’. 


as a team, was fantastic and players, as individuals, same commitment. When we play West Brom it will 
were also crucial.” be like champions playing each other, we are both both 

Did he enjoy Sunday’s crowning victory against champions of our respective Teagues’. But when we 
Crystal Palace? play Liverpool next week, it is important for them and 

“The game was not about enjoyment, it was about for Man United, Spurs and Southampton. 


But the Portuguese believes that winning it in “I’m so happy, because I won a won a title in my finishing the job. I think we needed that. We have had When we play Sunderland, it maybe will be 
England is the most difficult one of all. second spell at the club.” injuries and players getting tired at the point where the important for them and other teams, so now we have 

An Eden Hazard header, after goalkeeper Julian Then he announced that he will try to win another fi S. h . t . fOT the last points has arrived. even more responsibility to follow Crystal Palace’s 


Speroni saved his spot kick just before half-time, won one with Chelsea. 


the game for the west Londoners which sparked 
jubilation from the sell-out 41,566 crowd and sent 
thousands of blue dazzling streamers cascading from 
all four stands on to the pitch. 



CHELSEA owner Roman Abramovich and his son Aaron 
Alexander watch the celebrations unfold 


“We showed everything football demands from day great attitude.” 
one - fantastic attacking football and domination, Was he under any more pressure to win the title this 
high per-centage of ball possession when we wanted time around? 

“Not more pressure,” he said. “Just an understanding 
Against Crystal Palace was a good example of that, that when you go back to a place where you had 
They gave us a counter-attacking game, we coped with success before, you take a risk to your history. But now 
that, we scored our goal, then changed the team. In the I can say I won titles with Chelsea separated by a 
second half, with Mikel and Nemanja Made, we decade. We had a great team in Frank Lampard, 
controlled possession of the ball and the destiny of Ashley Cole, Michael Essien, Carvalho and others, 
the game. They were amazing. Now we have a new team. 

“In the last period, they put on one target man but “I will not celebrate now but will go home. We will 

fantastic way. On January 1, we lost at Spurs and were We , COped wi * on tar S et rel f rate at * e e " d ^ the season with a dinner, parade 

level on points with Manchester City. We then went “AT V M W1 * h V t0 °- We a n T W “ h ** 8 8 ‘ np ‘° AUStral18 ’ 

, A A That s why we are champions and why we deserved to 

nnbAQiPti iti thp Ipcimip Hmm that momnnl nr\t r\np ^ ^ 

be champions. First target 

"The ones that have the ‘big face’ to say that we As for the future, he said: “We need to be a strong 
don’t deserve it are the ones who, in my country, we team< If no t 5 then we won ’ t get in the top four, which 
say: ‘The dogs bark and the caravan goes by’.” in this country is the first target. When you fight for 

No doubt there is some translation issue between the top fo ur , you have chances to be champions, so we 
It' was with different teams?different Premierships. Por ?f es ,f ^ E ng Jish but Mourinho clearly feels the need t0 be strong again next season . 

The first was tough, as it was the first one for Chelsea n ? d t0 attaCk ^ pundlta a ” d medla f° r some of * e “I have been champion at every club I’ve coached 
in the Premier League. The second was easier, because adverSe cn “ cism le ™> ® d at hls Slde thls season ' He and every title was important for different reasons. It 

G rpmQinc linhonm/ with fhpm • ^ t n i n f i • i i i r\r\ 


‘The day I don't feel that passion to do it again, I 
stop," he said. 

Mourinho was always confident Chelsea would ' t- ^ e defended^wen. ^ 
triumph: “We were convinced from a long time ago. A rro1 ” ct rVl7Cfo1 Do1 ‘ 

Crucial moments 

“But my experience and maturity was always present 
in the control of emotions and situation. We are 
champions now, not one month ago. During the season 
we had some crucial moments where we coped in a 


unbeaten in the league. From that moment not one 
defeat and that was at times without Diego Costa, 
Matic, Loic Remy and Ramires. We all know we 
deserve to be title winners.” 

Of the three league titles he has won in his two spells 
with Chelsea, was this the best? 


we were so strong, so stable, with many big players in 


remains unhappy with them. 



SKIPPER John Terry leads the on-field celebrations moments after Chelsea beat Crystal Palace on Sunday to regain the Premier League crown at Stamford Bridge 


was important at Real Madrid when we won with 100 
points against the best Barcelona side ever. That was 
an achievement I enjoyed very much. 

“Maybe in the future I need to be smarter and choose 
another club and country where everyone is 
champions - even the kit man is champion in some 
countries. I still enjoy difficulties and to be tired after 
a difficult match, so I think I am in the right place until 
Mr Roman Abramovich tells me to go. 

“He is the man who has won all the titles at Chelsea. 
Some players have won some titles, some managers 
others, but Mr Abramovich is the one who has won 
them all. If he has replica trophies, he needs a big 
house to put them in.” 

On Sunday Chelsea fans will relish the arrival of 
Liverpool at Stamford Bridge. They will especially 
revel in the ‘guard of honour’ formed by the Liverpool 
players as the Premier League champions enter the 
field for their penultimate league game of the season. 

■ PICS: ROB NEWELL/DIGITAL 
SOUTH & JOSE MANEZ 
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